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Directorate of Flying Safety

¢/o 1002nd Ingpector General
oan Sernardino, California
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2=l is original copy
involving C-5 D L2-72,49, which

- b | )
€0 January 1950,

2e¢ Air Rescue Service
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ot a
ye=-72409, pon receip
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HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
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SUBJECT:

(Unclassitied) Request for
10: Personnel Services Division

Director of 14 litary Personnel
DC3/P

FROM: Office of
Technicel

Norton 4ir Fo

Spection and Flight
ree Pase, Cali

-

-

1. Records this
ssing in a C-54D type airplane on
iggs Air Force Base, Texas, and sin
ceived:

fdame

NcMichael, Kyle
Tisik, Mike
Brittain, Gerslq F.
Hetzler, Joseph W,
Gibson, Clarence 4.
Streitmann, Clyde 4.
McConegley, Harry W.
Snow, Raymond H,
Dolans}q', Eldon V., Mr,
Espe, Joyce M., Mrs., and
Espe, Vietor E. (Infant)

A od
“ee

o

«~ar i:’ JaCR f.
Ahearn, Robert

Lively, Burnis T.
Mangold, Raymond ¢
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|

Rhoads, Tommy &,
Thomas, Julian 0.
Baughman, Albie P,
Johason, Jeffr D.
Kerehner, HBenry S,
Motheny, Raymond H,
Portrey, Bernard (ng
Suggs, Richard L.
Young, Thomas J.

2 Wt

J O

30«

3
/

200«
o R

Ll = B I

£

Information on lissing Persons

the Deputy Inspector Ceneral for
Safety Research
fornia

headquarters indicate that th

26 January 1950
ce that time no further informa

Lank

1st

Kai

DATE 15 February 1951

COMMENT NO, 1
¥rs. Dial/wt/7211/4152
AFCFS-.p

e following persons were reported
by the 97th Bombardment Wing (M),
tion has been

AC-666565
A0-840003

56654

A0-2077908

AF-14120690

AF-13012427

AF-33109286

AF-38627421

Phileo Technician

Dependents of N/Sgt Robert A, Espe,
AF-6938044, 57th Air Install Sq,
Elmendorf, 4lsska

AF-18306621

AF-31097689
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HEA')QUARTE!S

UNITED STATES AR FORCE

ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET
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Personnel

—

Services Mvision

Director

of ):411?,‘—-.

P-rscnnel

DCs/p

Na.e

ChnICﬂka. John A,
Cook, Cherles ¥,
C‘J“ihﬁ, Billie C.
Hofer, Francie D,
Lawson, Hermen I,
Lowry, Loyd =,
Cranor, Vilham Y.
Flatt, Rodert ¥,
Yaxwel] , Blake P,
Qe!tﬁever.
Cregory, Frenk ®
Dickersgon,

-

Robert

‘.
Tonk »
vagk ¥

2. Recuest this office
indivi"zls.

Cffice of the Deputy Inspector General
Technical Iusmecti;n end Flisht Safety Research
Nortoa Adr Force Bage, California

Le

for

16245952
RA-17250712
AF-21222422
AF-17223282
0-111272>
AF-19250013

to the current status of the

e S

A Ay oo
ACCRI
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rbcve-na~ed
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1 4. svanlnls
ATAS TR An AT
ALASKA Al O : U

2, ¢/o Pl, ie1ttle, ¥ashington

Tou 4 Q
vs United otategs 8 1IN

Director of Flight Safety Researeh
Norton Air fOrce Bage
San Bernardino, California

l. The husband of one of the Passengers op the C.s5s
airecraft #2469, 8th Aip Force, whioh Was missing enroute
from this Station to Great Fails, SOntana, on 5 flight

on 26 January 1950, hag filed a o] o against the
States Sovernment for $25,000.00,

<e It ig therefore nece
Officer Report with refep
items needed fo i
the aircrart !
is informeg ! ble from your head.
Quarters, S avallab]le it is requested that it pe

forwardeg to this h:anquarcers, Attn: Starf Judge Advocate,

ifhe COpPY will be Teturned to you 1;;:»{1:1:915 one week
after r 7 this h‘:dQUiPttPS.
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3 1€ re ot avai) Dle
equ his adquartep
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3rd Ind
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JOHN w GAFFNEY
ler. USAF
Asat Air Adi ¢
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Report of Major Aircraft Accide

3 R
-~ eI

coomanding Oficer
I1st Strategic Support Squadro
Biggs Air Force Base,

l'exas

Transmitted herewith for compliance witi orce Regulation

four (4) copies of AF Form 1, p : or Aircraft

involving he
Janu

Air Rescue Service, Gravelly Point,
been requested to submit a complete missio
=5l Li2=" pon receipt

»
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ABBO 360,33 (16 March 1950) 2nd Ind
Subject: Report of Major Aircraft Aecident

ODA 360,33
EQ, 97TH BOMB WING, MEDIUM, Biggs Air Foree Base, Texas 99

TO: Commanding Gener 11, Eighth Air Force, Carswell Air Force Bsse,
Fort Worth, Texas

This headouarters concurs with the recommendations and action taken
by the Aireraft Ascldent Investigating Board and the Commanding Officer
of the lst Strategic Support Squadron,

1 Incl
D. W. HUTCHISON
/e (3 cys) Brigadier Generai, USAF
Commanding

0DO-1A 360 (16 Mar 50) 3d Ind
HJeadguarters Eighth Adr |

T0: Comianding reneral ,

le This headquarters soncu

Aireraft Accident Invest: g




N

360 (16 ¥ar s0)
Report of

Hajor Aireraft Accident










rmand .n 2 mm ;“m zz.;u..;_
loqlollln lz- Force Buo, ¥eClellan
See inclosure Nos 1.

™ 4

S Li

lain w! _' ) Mo hnnrdooa omdiuo were foreseen
€0 ex¥at Tor the iln‘Et

_Last position report over Snag, Canada, at

83002 time, 26 Jenuary 1950,




Inclosure No. 1, Report of iircraft Accident, dated 3( January 1950

1. n: AF 2469, s .-54, pillot

home sta n Biggs Alr Force Base, El }

dmendorf Alir Fc Base, Anchorage, Ala

January 1950, or light pla ndicati ;
conducted Instiument Flight Rules eleven (11l) thousand fee
Alrway number eight (8) to lorthway, Alaska, Instrument
Rules ten (10) thousand feet Amber Airway number two (2)
Falls Air Force Basa, Montana, estimated time enroute el
hours thirty (30) minutes, thirteen (13) hours thirty (30
fuel aboard, that thie pllot held reen instrument card

b 2

1 .

i
"

™

ana, was designated as alteruate irpart, ni

;I.lkj * ) o

es




Alrcraflt Accident, dated 30

accident are not
ne of t“ acclident one houpr
of accident are avallable,

Q1 reports for the followin: stations are
missing ) failuro on the weather circuit from 2030Z, 26

January 1950, until O0030Z, 27 January 19¢ Snag, Canada; Alshihik,

Danada; Wh norse, Canada; Watson Lake, Canada; Smith River,
Canada; le]sun, Canada; Beatton River Canada; Fort st.
Jonn, uana a; Grande Prairie, Canada; f?*cecﬂurt, Canada; Edmon-
ton VEA& la; Penhold, Canada; Calgary, Canada; and Lethbridge,

following available sequence weatl eports are

' tiie route covering the pe : WZ, 26 January

0630Z, January 1950,
)2, 26 January 1950

Elmendorf Alr Force Base, Alaska: Indefinite
celling two (2) hundred feet, obscured, visibility
one-fourth (1/4) mile, fos temperature five (5)
degrees, dew: polint zero degrees, wind calm,

Gulkana, Alaska: Clear, visibil ty seventy (70)
mile teuvaHtUIL minus six (€) de,re s, dew

» -
point minus ten (10) degrees, wind calm,

rchwn., Alaska: Measured ceilin;
fect, thix vercast, 1




Inclosure

No,

<y °L Alrcraft Accident,

Gore Ti-LJ): Celling eight
visibili ty twnlve (12)
ure minus one (1) degree,
wind nurth northe-

Great Falls, Montana, (
(8) thousand feeot, oue“casL,
miles, light snow, temperat

dew point minus nine {9) degrees,
east thirteen (13) miles per houpr,

Celling
isibility
0) degrees,
north six

(Alternate alrport):
feet, ove rcast,

Billings, Montana,
sixteen (16) thousand
thirty (30) miles, te1,~rut.re zero (
dew point minus eight (8) degrees, win
(6) miles per hour,

850

26 January

mendorf Alr Force Base, Delayed, missing,

:it; Seventy (7\/)
gree, dew point

Clear,
mi s
wind calm,

Gulkasna, Alaska:
miles, temperature
five (5) degrees,

-ix (L; f.uqs-

Northway, Alaska: Measured ceiling

and feet,

forty (40) miles, ter‘ ”LCAPO seveL (7)

dew int three (3) win uqlm. .8timated

twenty (: housan eet thin broken, four (4)
i (& scattered,

th-n broken, lower broken visibility

le.rﬂcs,

Bank, Montana:
thousand five
bility thr ‘

Sevel:




Inclosure No.

2072 o
ce30Z,

» Report of Alrcraft ACC:dr“:, d td

€6 Janu ary 1950

imencorf Alr Force b&se, Alaska:

(20) thousanad feet, broken, visib!
miles, Smoke, temperatupe eleven |
point six (6) degrees, wind calm,

Sseventy (70)
dew point minus

iulkana, Alaska: Clear, vis
miles, temperature two {(2) 4

one (1) degree, wind calm.

4
- A
e

ib
eg

ity
3
es,

Northway, Alaska: Measured celling foup (4) thous-
and feet, lower oroken, visibility forty (40) miles,
temperature nin (9) degr és, dew point five (5)
degrees, wind east northeast four (4) miles pep
hour, Stimated five (5) thousand five (5) hundred
feet broken deck,

Cut Bank, #ontana: Garbl
Great Fal] 8, Montans,

+<ilings, Nontana, (Alt rne / ¢ Celling
sixteen (16) thousand feet 7 3 1ine (9
1ousand fee Scattered, visit 3
tempera ture two (&

BErees,

i

V) degrees, wind
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Inclosure No. 2, Report of Aircraft Accident, dtd 30Jand0 (Cont'd)

broken, visibility forty-five (45) miles, temper-
ature eleven (1l1) degrees, dew polnt seven (7) de-

grees, wind caim., Estimated twenty (20) thousand

feect, light broken,

& J

sy  » v Moy b ry ™ e
Cut Bank, Montanca: Garbled.,

Great Falls, Montana, (Gore Fleld): Indefinite
ceiling twenty-nine (29) hundred feet, overcast,
visibility three (3) miles, light snow, tomperature
minus three (2) degrees, dew point minus seven (7)
degrees, wind south southeast five (5) miles per
hour.

Billings, Montane, (Alternate Alrport): Estimated
ceiling sixteen (16) thousand feet, overcast, lower
scattered, visibillity thirty (30) miles, temperature
one (1) degree, dew polint minus five (5) degrees,

t les per hour,.

wind north northwest eight (8) ml

‘
\
1
i

)
f

27 January 1950

Elmendorf Alr Force bDase,
thoussnd feet, light scattered,

miles, temperature fourteen |

oint e \ ) degrees, Wwind

.+ Celling fourteen (14) thousand
cattered, visibility seventy (70)
ture four (4) degrees, dew point zero

wind calm,

3 ~q 1
L ol ol e




, Report of Alircraft Acclden

Alshihik, Car Estimated ceiling nine :
thousand 1 - “uh"”ﬂd feet, broken, lower
scattered enty=-1I1 .25) hundred fe=t, vlsl
twent o (% mlles, tomperature twenty
! eteen (19) degrees, wind
per hour.

Whitehorse, Canada: ;sLAnmted ceiling three
thousand five (S5) hundred feet, overcas

ity obscured one (1) and ne-half a,
snow, temperature thirteen (13) e:s
thirteen (13) degrees, wind calm.

Natson Lake, Canada: hSLAmated ceilix( ten (10)
thousand feet, overcast, visibility thirty (30)
miles, temperature minus eleven (Ll) legrees, dew
noint minus fourt=en (14) degrees, wind westi three
3) miles per hour.

Smi River, Canada:
thousand feet, overcast,
miles, temperature minus
point minus eleven (11)
west fourteen (14) miles
thousand
yer ccthw

r(tu e

Q
o
L b O P

@ -p

<

Fort Nelsou, Canada:
five (5) .um‘md feet,

E ©

w ot
@

=
U

ature minus
fourteen

2™

*4 milies




Inclosure No. 2, Report of Alircraft Accident, dtd 30JanS0 (Cont'd)

imonton, Canada: Missing.
Penhold, Canada: Missing.
Calgary, Canada: Missing.

Lethbridge, Canada: MNissing

ut Bank, Montana: jarbled,
’

Great Falls, Montana, (Gore Fielc Special Weather
Report Number 6: Indefinite ¢ ing two (2) thous-
and nine (9) hundred fect, overcast, visiblililty
three (3) miles, light snow, temperature minus

five (5) degrees, dew point minus nine (9) degrees,
wind south southeast seven (7) miles per hour,

ngs, Montana, (Alternate Airport): :stimated

ng one (1) thousand feet, scattered, ten (10)

and feet, overcast, visibility tl (30)

, temperature twelve (1l2) degrees,

(0) degrees, wind south southwest eight
er L1oUur,

January 1950

nendorf Alr Force Base, Alaska: Missing.
Alaska: ility seventy (70)
mperature zero (0) degre=s, dew point




teport of Al aft Accide dtd 30Jan50 (Cont'd)

oceiling nine (9)
4) hundred feet
fifteen (15) miles, tempera-
‘ ! egroces, dew point nineteen (19)
degrees, wind nortn northeastv ten (10) miles per

nour,

A8

Whitehorse, Cagnada: Speclal Westher Report sumbap

3
3: Precipitation celling two (2) thousand five
\5) hundred feet, obscured, visibility three-fourths
(5/4) miles, light snow, temperature thirteen (13)
degrees, dew point thirteen (13) degrees, wind
north northwest two (2) miles per hour,

Watson Lake, Canada: Es

thousand feet, overcast,

miles, temperature minus ten degrees, dew
oint minus twelve (1Z) degrees,wind west four

(4) miles per hour,

Smith River, Canada: s8timated ceiling nine (9)
thousand feet, overcast, visibility thirty (30)
miles, temperature minus six (6) degrees,

int minus seven (7) rees, wind souttl

10) miles per hour,

Nelson,

(25) thou




Report of Aircraft

degrees, dew point minus twe eight (28)
wind northeast ten (10) m per hour,
tecourt, Canada: Clear, visibilitvy fifteen
15) miles rlus, temperature minus twenty-six (2¢)
degrees, dew point minus tw nty-six (26) degrees,
wind northwest two (2) miles per hour,

Edmonton, Canada: necia sa tl teport Number 1:
Cleas, visibi y L 4) m 3 with ice, rog,

and smoke, » minus wenty-iv )
grees, dew po nus twenty /e (26) degress,
wind south hou

.

e (<o) de-

inada: Clear, visibili fifteen (15)
plus, temperature minus thirty-two (32)
dew point minus thirty-two Z?Z} legrees,

south southwest elght (8) miles per hour,

Calgary, Cgnada: ¢ ! fourteen thousand
feet, scattered, three () miles v lity with

{
smoke, temperature minus elghteen iegrees,

iew point minus twenty-one (21)

1t} (8) miles per hour,




Inclosure

Gulkana, Alaska: Cles isibility seventy (70)
miles, temperature min 1 (4) « recs, dew polnt

minus ten
Northw ay, Alaska:

overcast, lower broken, visibility forty

» s+ ¢ irte:s
v

Canada: ;stimated eeiling four thousand

es,







*
LU, -

fifteen ( ] lus mj ture thre
grees, dew nt minus 1 ) aegrees,
northwest t - iles per hour,

seventy

degree

Gulkana, Alasks: | visibility
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’ BASIC CODE SHEET
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Type, Model and Series

——————————————

ACCIDENT TYPE

FLIGHT REFERENCE
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r ajrcraft
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| Coilision with ground or water

——————
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I
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Instrument (sxmulgled) o

—

On Top

e

| Stall s e e
Hard Landing
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Landing, wheels-up

ee———————————————

| Groundloop

PHASE OF FLIGH’T e
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| Nose-up or Nose-over

| Premature Ret, or Col. of e G £
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| Takeoff

Firc on Ground
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) el SRR

| Pattern

———————————————————

| Final AQQI;;Z(.A and Landu_xg

TAbandoned Aircraft 106

Disintegration

1 Go around
| Normal Flight

Explosion 08

Ground Gunnery ngg;:_

IREC 09

| Aerial Gunnery Pass

| Undetermined 10

Acrobatics

111

| Towing

WEATHER 98

Rain

— e————

Fog

Dust, sand, smoke, or haze

99 |~ | Undetermined

| N. E.C.

FORMATION

Snow -

l Sleet or hail

[Wind

Wing or propeller ice

Thunderstorms

@ ||~ || ] B0 | w-

| Turbulence
| Clouds

NOT A FACTOR

A

1

Y
P
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» Date for A
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KV —I Night _
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Norml Flight
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_| Undetermined
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PAGE TWO JEPBP 2

COVERAGE PD AT RESENT THE STUATION IN CANADA IS AS FOLLOWS PD CON-
CENTRATED CMA THAT IS UP TO TWO 7ERO ZERO PERCENT CMA COVERAGE HAS BEEN
OBTAINED FIVE ZERO MILES EITHER SIDE OF AMBER TWO AIRWAY FROM GT GALLS
TO NORTHWAY PD ONE ZERO ZERO PERCENT COVERAGE HAS BEEN OBTAINED EAST

OF THE AIRWAY BOUNDED 3Y A LINE FROM FT MCMURRAY Od THE ATHABASCA RIVER
TO FT SIMPSON ON THE MACKENZIE RIVER THEN UP THE MACKENZIE TO THE
ARCTIC OCEAN PD WEST OF THE AIRWAY EXTENSIVE COVERAGE HAS BEEN OBTAINED
IN THE MOUNTAINS WEST OF WHITEHORSE-SNAG BUT THE WEATHER IN THE COASTAL
MOUNTIEEE MOUNTAINS TO SOUTH HAS RESTRICTED SEARCH AS FAR SOUTH AS
VANCOUVER PD COVERAGE IN THE PROCESS HAS BEEN POOR SOUTH OF WHITEHORSE
DUE ALSO TO WEATHER PD PROBABLE AREAS AROUND THE WHITEHORSE AREA HAVE
RECEIVED ONE ONE ZERO ZERO PERCENT COVERAGE IN SOME CASES PD THIS
INTENLIVE COVERAGE IS EXPLAINED BY THE RUGGED TERRAIN AND IN THE
VALLEYS TO THE HEAVY TREE COVER PD WEATHER OVER THE WEEKEND HAS BEEN
GENERALLY UNFAVORASBLE FOR SEARCH IN BOTH NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN SECTORS
PD RADIO DG SEARCHES HAVE TO DATE TURNED UP NO DEFINITE INFO PD A TEAM
ARRIVED WHITEHORSE FROM MATS HQ ONE ONE ONE FEB WTEEE WITH PORTABLE
HF/DF EQUIPMENT PD IT IS PLANNED TO BRING ANOTHER PORTABLE SET DOWN
FROM ALASKA PD ONE DF STATION WILL BE SET UP AT FT eT JOHN AS SOON AS
WEATHER PERMITS ITS TRANSFER FROM ALASKA PD THREE MOBILE DF SETS ARE

CF

PAGE THREE JEPEP 2

PERATE IN THE JUNEAU AREA PD TH PMENT WORKING IN CONJUNCTION
LN o £1AcKA AND ALONG THE WEST COAST FLUS THE AIR

s i

mes N
" . | ! i1 AN A

GREATEST AID IN THIS RE PECT Ic THE CLEARING OF 823@ KL ING T
PERIOD PD TGO MUCH CREDENCE SA( LD NOT BE PLACED ON BEARING OBTAINLL
DUE TO MOUNTAINOUS TERRAIN CMA TYPE OF EQUIPMENT AND THE PROBABILITY
OF RECEIVING SKY WAVES RATHER THAN THE GROUND WAVE PD THE CURRENT
FEELING OF THE RCAF IS THAT RESULTS OF THIS RADIO SEARCH WILL BE NIL
BUT FEEL THIS IS IMPORTANT TO ASCERTAIN AT THIS TIME PD IF THE RADIO
SEARCH PROVES FRUITLESS THE CURRENT QUESTION IN EVERYONES MIND HERE IS
ARE WE JUSTIFIED IN CONTINUING PD SGD BRADY 13/23592

CFN 8280 13/23592
147190272


































ALASKAN AIR COMMAND

SEARCH OPERATION "MIKE"
' COST STUDY

PREPARED BY
D C/S COMPTROLLER




INTRODUCTION

1. Eighth Air Force C-54 No. 2469 was officislly reported lost
at 20:05 hours A.S.T. on 26 January 1950 on a routine flight from
Elmendorf AFB to Creat Falls, Montana., The 10th Rescue Squadron of
the AAC, in cooperation with the RCAF, took immedinte action and
search aircraft and personnel were ordered to the area the same

night.

2. Search headquarters was set up at TWhitehorse, Y.T. on 27
Jamuary and a subordinate search was conducted from I't. Nelson, 5.C.,
for the first five days. Coverage from both stations is combinec in
this report. In addition, US and Canadian personnel and aircraft for
Exsrcise Sweetbriar (at Whitshorse) took a substantial part in the
search operation. Their presence made such facilities as GCA, Comsmuni-
cations, Weather Service, and a considerable number of men and aircraft
immediately available., The extent to which these facilities would
have been utilized had they not been present at Whitehorse is
problematical,

3. A total area of 354,135 square miles was searched during this
operation. Although the geographic area involved was only 165,075
square miles, search techniques, varification of reports, and tracing
of signals required considerable re-search of various areas, An
effort was made to have ten scanners aboard each aircraft used in the
search, The potential search location was laid out in box areas
thirty miles square and aircraft covered each are. by flying back anl
forth across it at 2-to 5-mile intervals, Search routes were laid
out daily to trace clues and signals and to search contours at various

levels.




cOoSsT STUDY

ON "MIKE"

SEARCH OPERATI

pURPOSE

To determine the cost of
the effart to locate gth Air Force
lost at 2005 A.S.T. o8 26 Jamery
Force Dase, Anchorage Alaska to Great Fal

the search operation conducted in
C-54 No. 2469 , of ficially reported
te from Elmendor? Alr

1950, emrdu
1s, Montané.

2. FIND\NGS
the twenty~-three daye of search

Totel Costs. Coet of
T, is a8 follows:

sihe

A.
ted from Thitehorse,

(1) Flying operations,
extra crewmen
53,479.90

conduc
crews and
s 499,0%59.4

(2) Geound gupport
Loss of two =47 Adrereft |sopo0.oo

cost (Exh. ™) = 82,5573

Totel

yotls.

§ 23,0457

34648

1.93




3 REMARKS
A. Compilation of data:
(1) Dsta on the mumber of perticipating aircraft and
personnel were secured by direct contact with the

officers in charge of the search oparation at
Whitehorse.

(2) Flying hours were taken from Base Operations' logs.

(3) Men days were tabulated by the officers in charge
of the various functiona.

B, Cost per flying hour was used as the basis in tabulating
of flight operations. Rates per flying hour were secured as

(1) Rates for small eircraft were supplied by the Civil
Aeronautics Board and were taken from actual accoun-
ting records of local airlines operating such
aua‘dt-

The rates for C-47 and C-54 aircraft were taken from
MATS' reports for the 1949-Fiscel Year.

(a) C-47, $162.64 per hour
(b) C-54, $351.00 per hour

Rates for the B-17 were set at 10% less than the
C-54; for the Lancaster 10% more than the C-54.

y was used in estimeting the cost of
Men days were charged at the following

istrative supply re irements per mAn.

»

Cii area anc Lover. e
rizin, Type and .ale

Flying Cperations

yet lecaritul.tion




ALASKAN AR COMMAND

SEARCH OPERATION "MIKE"
: AREA 8 COVERAGE

a

- 5

- ﬂ D

} VSR %

h
:\)E(h Q &

TOTAL AREA COVERED 65,075 SQUARE MILES SEANCH COVERAME
AREA SEARGHED ONGE 05,873 SQUARE wLES 8878 SG W
AREA SEANRCHED TwncE 4 400 2800 * "
AREA SEARCHED THREE TimES 24,300 * i es00 *
AREA SEARCHED FOUR TMES 10,800 N o Qa0 * "
AREA SEARCHMED FIVE TES 2,700 " o 13,500 -
ROUTE SEARCHES

85,860 *
TOTAL SEARCH COovERAGE 304 138 *

BAGE BOUANE OF SLARGE AREA B DORNG W T0UALTS P00 AR BEh MR s




ALASKAN AIR COMMAND

SEARCH OPERATION “MIKE"

AIRCRAFT ORIGIN, TYPE 8 DATE OF PARTICIPATION
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afterncon after a hizardous juap onto the mountaiiside that sloped
about 30 degrees and after a difficult ascent to Llhe wreckage. The
survivors were given sedical care by Maj. Bacsews-l whieh included
settins and splinting the radio operator's broken leg, and treating
cuts, bruises, ana infections that nearly all of tne survivors had
sustained. ine problea of adninistering the treatment, especially the
shots of penicillin ana codeine, in twenty below zero weatner was cuite
difficult, and recuired tne utmost skill and ingenuity. As important
as the medical treatment given the survivors was tne assurance that

the rescue party gave them that help was on the way and that none of
them was seriously hurt. Cnly 47 hours were flown this day because of
tie new policy agreed upon by RCAF and USAF commanders in tne Theater
by which only & engine aircraft were to be atiliged in the search
necause of thelir greaier ranze and hecause or the danzer of oro:rut‘;né
C-47s on a mi:sion of tnis nature as evidenced by the loss of tmo such
planes. In 10th ~escue -~guacron Headquarters most of the activity

had been centered arounc getiing suprlies on tneir way to ®nhitenorse

¢ expeaitiously as possible and relaying reports on the operation to
propriate offices in and unJer the alasran ~ir Lommana anc forwarding

as
aj
su rerorts of distress radic siznals and otnery jitems of ccncern to
Y

e searci center at wnjitenorse.

.5 more noul were devotec LC
swwation of the ¥ ictl
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to allow t nelicoptler

it one of ¢ cre«sh surv-vers Lo 0L Lake belore
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Jackson. . helicopter develope. >t

» r
ne renailnad




rescue mission that had been conducted within Lhe vast,, g wre

frustrating operation that wmas becoaing more nopeless w.l I ressing
day. “bout 39 hours were flown by long range aircraft coing ite searches
to tne far north and intc Britisn “olumbia. =548 frcm Lue Troo
Carrier vquacron at M¥cunord AFB, Wasnington, l.ad taken over

the flyinz because tie 10th “escue vquadron &-17e that rad bee

ling the bulk of the long range flights had to return to &lnercor!
for inspections an' otiher maintenarce., <ince ~xe:cise "Sweetbria:
participating in the cel
t.on "Mike" per

"

wWas very nearly underway and the air units
ing force were assembled at hhitenorse, the (per
had to relincuisn tne office space they had been using nhe se

miszica began %% & sume secondary imperilance at Lk ie whil
|

one involved in ike" was willing w concede tmat Lne search was
less anu taxe the initiative to sugpest closings cown tne sctiy
»hitenorse, still it was generally felt that ever ( ]

been taken to locate 2469 ani that the chances ¢f
vors at this t ime, 17 cays after Iits disappearanc
However, operations were beinz set up toc continue
ly, and all 1Cth Rescue personnel whoc returned t
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plan time £ hours
L <0<3144 when reported passing -nag
of 26<3374, cruisine ft.
«/L arnol lor operation Sweetbriar was

Searcnmaster by NeAC on 26 Jan 50, lhe

Aarnoic.

an umpire on weet riar, was appointec sear . ' 1 ' 8

sescuye vodn, U fairtanks pointed

Over as chief co-orclnator

searcn eftor

search (see arpencices
minary permanent
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append ix "N®).
12. ine weatner chart for the 26 Jan 50, the day AF2469 falled
to report in at Aishihik, is shown in (~ppendix ).
WLINTBR \.El}ullgh
13. Temperatures ranged from an average mean of -15° to an average
mcan high of =1 \here were Lwo noticeable effects of the sub-zero
temperatures on tiie progress of the searci. ihe first was the increased
time necessary L0 enable aircraft to hecore airborne from & cold start.
On an .versge there was a delay of two nours, consisting ol 1 to 1:
acure when ~ngines were being heatec with Herman “elson heaters, plus
40 minutes to 1 hour woiling of delution after starting. The second
ana very severe nancican was encountered hy the reduced visinility
caused by constant ice fog and haze.
14. [here were nc reports of suffering " aircrew meabers from
tne colc. Hovever, certain comrlaints were registered oY scanners of
wreath fogeing wincows in aircraft while searcring.

The extreme temperaturcs .ombined with insu ficient heatec

nangir space causing search aircraft to be parked outsice, mace it very

types were more suitable for nortnern perations. Ine




LO2 noto ogdn #ockeliffe.
412 'T' vqdn %ockcliffe.
L35 'T' >adn “dmonton.
Canadian Joint +‘raining echeoli Fivers
RCAF otn Winnipeg “omm. Flight.
RCaAF otn Edmonton “omm,
Nelson.
10th lescue oodn USAF LADU AB.
cielson Art Alaska.
Ladd AF: Alasia
Elmendorf ~Ft alaska
8th Troop Carrier <qcr > AF3B
oaC aircraft from Offut AFE Omaha
AACS Langley arl v A,
vervice -upport vnit Lamp Larson
rPCLL Calgary
(T) 5th aray USA vamp Mciae Y.T.
(U) aCAr ot Whit. norse.
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, dontana, on the 20 Jan 50.
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At 1100 nrs. cal time, searcr centre received ine
signals, wiich were -eing picied WP every
inent and ever aircraft in the K.k.T. The
signals were on g2=0hec’s an pyeared L0 ne caitting ifrod tie Whitehorse
ares within a racius oi O ~iles., Wwe have no way ol tak.ng & tix on
tnese bearings other than by an airborne aircraft using & true fade method
whicn only gives us the approximate position of the signal transmitter.
The wnitelorse area navin: a 10/10th's low overcast made it impossible
for a visual searci. an i-mediate eneck of all aircraft airborne con=
vinced us that a search U-4L7 #1077 USAK was missing. Other search air-
craft dispatched to the area allotted to 1037 reported that signal siLrength
increased in that area.
2 Fel 50
with clearing skies searcn aircratt toor O the blue on a

Jission. &t OF 47, Capt. noldiman USAF, flying 8 ¥ L7 tound

*
the




Aircraft reports on tha progress of the weasels proceeding
to the scene of tne crasi, show that siow progress is belng made because
of scrub push and windfalls. yuring the night 'wo weasels lost their
tracks and were put out of operation. r another weasel tnrew its
tracks, out the one machine left il'continuxng up the Aishinik Valliey.

It was decided today o use only four eng ined aircraft for
any furtner gsearching. This decision was reached pecause of the {ncreased
range 01 the larger aircraft.

In the afternoon & supply 4rop Lo r:px‘n1lh the weasels was
luccooofully completod. At the same Ltime a para rescue tearm of 3 FCNF
para rescue men, 1 American Ma jor (doctor) and 1 USAF Sgt. wae dropped o
+ne crashed aircraft #1037

Two weasels were flown W Pon Lake 1o rerlace those ones with
thrown Lracks, and two more were trucked in during ine night.

Two nelicopters arrived at Pon lLake %o assist in the evacua=
tion. Mt the end ¢’ the day we had © weasels in service and 2 under
repair, awaiting daybreak to move on W the crashed aircraft #1C37.

d was receivec {rom washington that 3 ;ortablc L/t stations

five weasels
the aic ol & pulldozer worrowed ! om §
away windtfalils.
Inree lancasters were Cispatcnec yrom Fockclirie for
norse tocay o wake the place of the Dakota's.

18




The helicopters were unable to lana at tne scene of tne

cras: because of the steep slope ol tne mountain.
she ground party is moving very slowly, &s the terrain ies a

lot rougher than at first toougnt.

I -
The helicopter pilots figure th t they will be able to eva-
cuate all erash victizs today, anc take them t0 Pon sake. AL 1201202
a ~arota landed at w! ttehorse from Pon sake with all survivors of 1037.

J: ?gh zl

stations were

¢vom NWaAC stoting that all

A signal received
to stop trans itting on frecuencies wetween 8230 W 2330Ke's in an effort
to trace S0S signals ing received b} U/F stations.

A3 fen 0
Today tine command of search anc rescue crang«d pack from

ale wogtello W » /G Uiller.
It was suggested by “W at clmendorf{ that the U/F st tlons
installed at Teslin and Ft. “t. Join remain until e completion of oweet~
priar. +his T gest was coniirmec fro= Andrews «Fb.

- on

wiic O

»Operation Baker®.




searc

recommended by Niual because

icday brought another accident,

take-of! from a lake about 15 miles &

L=-5's to evacuate the 7 personnel on “oard LO ~nag where

tne evacuation tc «hitenorse. +he ouly casualiy ras one

-




= » N . {1 4
gearch anc 13 h : e will lnvesiigate

-

this area. vUperation "Mike" HQ's shitehorse ) is date on orders

from NWAC via signal & 154, c/202122Z.

/s/ b & diller

/t/(DRMiller) %/C
Searchmaster
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ATION "MIKE" - FT NELSON

1~5 _ 1C-126 HaLICCFTER

TOTAL

nours

11
67
79
69
<

56

163119
















10G OF OPERATION "MIXX*, cor o

Balochen that the ares extending 50 miles north of the airways
from Aishihik to Whitehorse has been oovered for adout 50 to 50

28 January

Captain Savio made weather cheok at Base Weather. No improvement
indicated, Low oeilings and scattered snow flurries restricting
vieldbility to 12 miles in the Whitehorse area.

Forth West Air Command advised this headquarters by wire that
the search will be known as "Opera tions Mike". Air Commodore
Costelle will be in oharge under the joint A.R.S. poliey out-
1ined for "Operation Sweetiriar®.

"Oparations" Alaskan Air Commnd has one (1) C-47 standing by for
take-off. They were requested to stand by urtil “urther notioce,

Another call from Captain Sloan requesting sreoce for newspaper
men on airoraft bovnd for the searsh area. Apmrowal was requested
from Alaskan Air Command, Colonel Thompson advised this Head-
quarters that they would be permitted to go provided there was
Space available, They are not to interfere in the conduct of

the search in any way whatsoever. Captain Sloan so advised, fle
will brief the members of the party and the newspaper men and
will make it clear that North West Air Command is in charye of
the operation,

Checked the weather on the route as far as Fort Nelson - Spag
12,000 overcast; Alshihik, 12,000 scattered, 6,000 broken;
Whitehorse 1400, 3/4 snmow; Teslin Lake 20,000 overocast; Watson
lake 20,000; Smith River 13,000, snow; Port Nelson 3500, 10 mile,
snow; Beaton River 4,500 overcast, 8/4 snow; Saint John 18,000
overoast,

Search initiated for rumored messare oconcerning an explosion,
reported near Aishihik. Could not locate messare whioch orisin-

of {n Jolonel Wiloox 0iTioé. Calle? Colone) Wi} 20X, 's in-

ormed this hesdguarters the ¢ report was gent ¢ ladd and tele-
" " L

poned < e A mdio query was sent + ‘s ta chment

r - -
‘eadquarters, “Operations”,

5 4
y this

Captain Savio informed Colonel Balchen of the above messare,

Detachment "2" advised that messare could not be located in Fair-
banks, nor at lad Air Poroe Base. Civil Aeronmautios Adminigtrat.
ion at Pairdbanks made direct oall to Alshihik to confirm messape.




overcast

Operation
started f

Yispatched
latitude an
»il




Lt Col 3t cuse was
alrceraft ieparture

in vearer area.

reported in search area.

Supplies 7or ‘ort Nelson are being consolidated by Detachment
"A" .echnical Supply by ¥r. Clausen and 3pt Fry.

Captain Brock returned from search. FReported
100 thorc azn ‘e of nis assigned area. aircraft flew 6:2C
nours on ¢ 1 ‘either very good.

» Piloted by Captain Latta returned 8
Negative results, 1007 coverage o is
fiew 6:20 hours in the search. Teported

70 plus miles visibility.

-~

Called Captains Nogar and Foss regarding supplies they
crafts 595 or 58 111 depart clmendorf AFE for Fort &
3 1 supplies recuested.

Contacted ~ir Lepot Luty Cfficer, recuesting specialist, which
he i '01lny to furnish for maintenance of aircraft at Fort Nelson.
Estim Q@ «eparture for fort Melson 30 Janu ry.

Major Thomas called. CUffe his assistance in iny way necessary
for procuring supplies f peration "Mike".

dade final irrangements

selson,

Alas
the se:rc
lacenent ahen needed.




ING OF OPERPATION "MIXE", CONT*'D

09:00 'ade weather check, Weather very pood, Ceilines revorted
20,000 high thin clouds with small parches »f stratus in
mountains,

Alerted Alaskan Air Command on possible use of C-47, Thev were
instructed to stand by.

™wo (2) C-47s departing for Fort Nelson and Whitehorse today,

Colonal Palchen received phone call from Major Ackerly »t Thite-
horse requesting su vlies, 1 graflex camera and replacement
airoraft for one (1) C-47 snd one (1) C<54, Two revrlacement
CeAdTs departing this station as replacements for C-47s,

Detachment "B" was instructed bv wire to send Lt Sohosman and
payroll to Elmendorf AFB and then to Whitehorse.

Received wire from Detachment "B"; weather prohibits sending a
IC-126 with Lt Schoeman and payrell to Elmendorf Air Poroce Rase.

Received wire from Lt Col Strouse, requesting action be taken to
Secure more cooveration in search frm §7%01st Wing,

Visited Alaskan Air Command to discuss this telegram. AAC has
rdvised 5001st Wing that thev will put eireraft uner operatiomal
control of the 10th Ressue Squadron, and has brought +n their
attention wire thev sent concerning search »nd son‘rol of aire
rraft,

Captain Trost oalled; wants to rostpone flight of 10155 until
Jamuary 351, Was ordered to proceed as directed,

Advised Lt Col Strouse by wire that aireraft is under 10th Peseue
Squadron control until released by that orpaniz-tion. Sent him
cony of telegram ordering all amilable al reraft to be dismatohed
to the 10th Rescue Squadron,

Cancellation of Weather Group aireraft due to tgd flying weather,
nable to comnlete test flirht, They were instructed to take-o?’f

tomorrow morning to tranavors s prlies,

1
YWan » tified that -_4~'.. 1 s three N rs overdue,

alled Colonel Balchen for confirmat ion an instructions. Ye
adviged Captain Savio that aireraft has been rerorted =issing,
and that it is an Alaskan Air Cowand aireraft,

Captain Sloan called; quoted wire he had reselved from Whitehorse.




e
", CONT'D.,

Aircraft w.s clmendorf Field fase perations C-47 F 1015,
ilot Hardin. Pilot and civiliar passenger rerorted safe
with serious injury to some mem“er of the crew. Filot
walked out to the highway and stopped & truck that drove
him to «hitehorse for assistance. hgscue parties are at

the aircraft evacuating injured personnel.

The following people were called by teleph-ne and notified
of the (=47 accident:

Ma! Fuckley - Alaska #ir cmmind

Maj Tillie - Alaska Air Command

Maj Mason - Base Operations, Elmendorf Field

Col Fuegs called and wus given the few details concerning

the C-47 accident, and given Col -alchen's home phone number,
11 by da' Fuckley, recuestins space abo.rd airer:ft

839 C-47, for 3 persons as replacement crew for nlaska

Command aircraft at #hitehorse.

information on C-47 crasn: airecraft crash-landed
uth of “hitenorse, 5 persons aboard, 3 hurt ser-
f ft

not critically. Cause of accident: aircra

raft.

Arranged for «F Reg be m.de available on next aircraft
for "hitehorse for . se informition sund necessary
action on the accident.

lleceived message describing details of C-47 accident. In-
structed ¢ to re.d contents to vl italchen., In-

structed y i tc set ur b-17 for search in the

sacement rews

1*Ling Loday.







oy

OF OFERATIONS "MIK:'
Ferorted signals on 500 ke in
beins investipated.
<

- 595, Lt Casto departed r shiteho

alti‘uce search,

Coordinated with Capt Holdima
operation on search.
Checked to see if all personnel ating in search

on conpetent oriers toc be at whitelors !} Ft. Nelson.

Lt Casto returned from Whiteh rse; reparted several sign
coul

i not locate or ret a

en route to Whitehorse; cc

hey will return 6 patients to fairban
going to Fairbanis to meet Lt Col Str
17, 595, will take Col Balchen. |

brought back to &lmendorf by «F 595,

Be

» dispatched to "hiteho: 3 extra pil
replicement crews to p lot fatigue,
being sent to ! . cases

re

ts




TIONS "MIKE® CO!

kKessage sent Yhiteho? or instruction on search area
t

to assign to 2 R ‘hitehorse to give areas they
have searched ma) ! our searches fror t'is erd.

Repercussions developing once apain on releises,

B-17 595 with Col Balchen aboarc took off for Fairbanks.
B=17 457 returned to slmendorf. Landing pear would not
retract. Being put in hangar for retraction test.

Message reouesting magneto harness asserbly; relayec to
CAC Clausen.

Aircraft 595 arrived from Fairbanks wit: patients of L=47
accident at Mhitehorse. Aircraft was met by two ambulances
which transported patients to Base ‘lospital. Aircraft was
alsc met by members of the press. FHeceived thorough brief-
ing from Major Douglas also made availeble a grid map being
utilized by searchmaster at Whitelorre. Fictures of C-47
crash are also available here at presert,

February

B=17 457 departed for Fhitenorse to take part in search and
will remain until further notice., aircraft has acditional

suprlies and rations for searcnm ster at whitehorse., lhree
additional pilots were abo:rd aircraft as crew replacements,

C=47 5894 advised ready for test hop. Test hop delayea due
B-17 5795 put intc hangar for lun:ing rear
o

to high winds, B-l 4 ne
retraction and replacement of brakes, also repair of

iliare,

Received wire from “hitehorse requesting more s; relayed
to CNC Clausen for action.




LOG OF OPEFATTIONS “MIKm" CONT'D.

14:00 B=17 595 scheduled for fli.nt to whiteho-se & Feb at 0600.
Instructed to carry additional supplies and rations.

C-47 unable to make test hop due to winds.

Lt G.P. Cax, pilot of B=29, ~F 7783, reported signals on
500 kes. Coordinates given by navigator, Lt T.H, Mervill;
coordinstes were in the area of Ft Good iope at 66° N L
1310 1§'%. They reported definite CK signals but very

we k. A definite fix was recorded. There was a 8° spread
on Bearings L2© and zé° were given. They were making good
a track of 130° 5' 64° 27' st 1930 Z point of origig. 131°
26" 65° 40', 1312 05' 65° 50', 130° 32! 66° 15 1317 o'
650 4LE'. A line drawn from 2 sides cf ancle intercepting
or crossing track will give position on track when bearings
were taken. sll this information relayed to Lt Col Strouse
at Ahitehorse by telephone.

Advised to disregard briefing for B-29 crews. Lt Col Heffner
was to do the briefing on their route.

Ma 3 duckley called and indicatea that 10th Fescue was to do
the briefinz and attempt is being made to properly cocrdin-
ate this problem. Called Lt Col Heffner who informed Capt
Savio that Col Paul Blair was CO of B=29s and Col Elair had
advised him that he was W report to HRescue. Presently it
is 1820 and no member of the B-29 flight has reported to
this neadcuarters.

Called Capt Holdiman and advised him of status of briefing.

Effort is being made %0 contact Malor Mason who seems to he
key figure with details on briefing.

B-29 aircraft are to be briefed at hanvar #2 at 0430 in
fighter group briefing room. otill no further inform tion
of rescue participating in briefing.

B-29Ys are unaier cor rol of search master t %whitehorse and

1 K oiuin 1§ ry Fahrus ry
11]1 retu o L1 tc ow L February.

Ma : ’ .
- :

escue was not needed f
their orders for searc

ind they were LO return on t

cerned is recuired in AAC Feg

clothins, custous, airfields,

called Capt Holdlimar and advisec nim

4 Feprvary
Feceived telephone from duty of ficer, Lt Dell, regarding
~mergency Warning of B=29 F 7321 out of Eielson AF base

13




st 1 b

NS "MIKE" CUNI

7 hours overdue since last positios
to call Col Balchen 'nd apt Hold-

communications search. Takec
neard 05007 at 70° N.

Ma jor bouglas called., Fe will co
at #hitehorse. save han info Ir
gearched from ac or, course {Tom Gulkana t lorthway

’ 1 on the soulh side of tne airways

r

st the 10,
and the nortn
norse. At

on the Waj to wnite-
3 1mall .

Capt Hol iman called advising emergency o0 pe29 cancelled.

Extended :onmunications searct jjscovered asircraft.

Heceived recuest fro" “/hitehorse for My. vickerson, fatner
of 5/Sgt Dickerson, to participate in search on @ USAF
aircraft.

Called Mal Tillie, AAC, in regaras U recuest of 4r. Dick=
erson. AAC disapproved re gest on tne Das e that search
flyins jnvolves more TS than normal flyinz.

Sent wire to Lt Col Strouse, disapproving recuest of
Dickerson, stating reasons for disapproval (refer W

a-17 5581 1in status anc

Received radio from et Vi
wy for further instructions.

v
Called Operations Detachment A" and was advised
jeparted for "hitehorse ., 071€.

Called netachment ‘A" on status of ski

" at Fairbanks. Ltes Hill,
s1chen are remaining pilots.

Netichment

i

Savio ama

Fairbar

phone.

Reported t nangar to have
on aircraft jevarting for “hi




anitehorse at 1430 today. C-47 being test

Checked weather at shitehorse 5,00C overcast to broken with
snow. Jlemperature =12, low point -13.

Numerous recuests for transportation have been Jenied. All

aircraft departing are loaded 0 capacity.

All supplies recuested to this hour . .ye been procured and
are at whitehorse, or are on E-17 470 and C=47 5874, depart-
ing today.

Wind blew open door on C=47; delayed tO repai: plister in
fuselage.

B=17 470 has not taken off; inouiry will be made.
Fecelv

e
be in s
bring ==

A
.
Le

us at aWdut 1400. Plane are being formulated to

radio from Uetachment wC" advising B-17 505 would
7 521 to Elmendor?.

i
1
-

C=L7 5274 cancelled due O hesvy load on skis with icing
conditions prevlllin; at whitehorse. Have sel ufp 0700
takeoff for whitehorse.

eceived message from Lt Col Strouse recuesting C-47 and
-17.
B-17 470 cancelled tuke-off que to frogen brakes. ttempts
are being made to free the wrakes.

¢ Marranb cancelled flizht sritehorse today. heather
ing there today and ton jiscouraged the flight.
red =17 470 and C-47 to proceed to Whitenorse at

e-0ff tomOrTOW.

Lt Frior
possihle
ski=-pil

411 avail-

Cspt Holdimar {nstructed o advise perations
AN severa.

ble aireraft at Jitehorse on nif arrival there.
cuses aircraft nave returned tc _lgmendor{ without Operations
knowledge. Therefore. aircraft 44spatch sheet ig incomplete.

£




i have no knowledpe

whitehorse.

Fecei.ed call from duty cfficer
Wwhitehorse. Content
and F-17 departins 5 Feb at C70(

s were they

Placed a call for Lt Col Strouse.
he time, so made appointment for 21

Called Capt noldiman ;dvised him search en route
south of alrways at 10,000 feet cherk peaks en
route to ""hitehorse,

Lt Col Strouse still not available i f cancel~-
lation of aircraft for today and to dis s f plans.
Operator was advised to cancel wire
sent earlier.

Called Col Ralchen and acdvise
C=4L” cancellations.

§ Fehruary

CQ called, resd wire ing hearings taken

Detachment "a"
advised him to male icite copy of wire

in wWashington.

for Capt lold n to take to »hiteho it C700. ire
originated in lortiwest ~ir Commund in . ton.

led about wire receiveac la

Capt Holdiman
iman to searc! to ~hitehors

advised Capt
the inlind check
Instructed wldiman t
route on Juneau

the way,

tenorse.
e heen instructlec




LOG OF OPERATIONS “MIKE" CCNT'D.

to report in to this Headcuarters to enable this Head cuarters
to keep a more accurate 1ist of ecuipment at whitehorse
involved in search. It would be of assistance for the
overall planning froam this Headouarters. At present time

one aircraft will be needed W t ransport supplies to
Whitehorse,

6 February

A call was made to Whitehorse to get latest developments
of search Sunday. Negative results tc date, Temperature
has dropped to -30°. Difficulty is beins encountered on
aircraft due to low temperatures. 1 B-17 out of 5 took t
the air; maintenance troubles are hindering the search
slightly at present. They recuested engine for C-54 at
Whitehorse. Action initiated to procure same. The engine
for C-47 is presently being built ur and should be ready
vednesday, this week, It will be sent down immediately.
Advised no aircraft at Ft Nelson. The entire operstion is
now at m itehorse with the exception of 1 C-47 at Ft Nelson
wit! engine change.

A check was made at Base Uperations on aircraft at hnite-
norse on search. It was discovere that 21 P-80s had

departed for Wnitehorse on Lth and Sth to get intc the

search. A check w»as made with Col Salchen and this matter

rad not been coordinated with this Headouarters. (Sweetbriar).

heceived message from Lt Lol otrouse recuyesting we sesrct

€0 miles each sice of amber < from onag to Eig velta;
sunin, 2469 =54 had electrical and mechiunical failure
mltaneously, pilot would return to area of known gooc

i
weather.,




LOG OF OPERATIONS "MIKE" C
return by 10 February because their crders expire on that

aay.

Received a call from CQ regarding wire from Whitehorse
giving status of aircraft.

7 February
Recorded same.
Meeting at AAC at 13:30 in regard to emerpgency ecuipment,

Picked up two messages at AAC regsrding SOS signals heing
transmitted on B2R0 KC, one heuring 031° from bainbridge in
Washington. AACS Elmendorf 2789 CAA Anchorage 85° (ihite
Court) Fairbanks 278° Nome 305° -1259,

Bainbridge, clmencorf, CAA, anchorage and Fairbanks bearings
indicate area ahout 100 miles N of idmonton. L.O.F. drawn
through this point with 100 miles spread from Fairb nks and
Elmendorf intercept with EBainbridge bearing (bearing from
Bainbridge was very good, as reported).

The above info was called to Lt Col Strouse who was cues-
tioned on tne C-54 enyine. e recuested we do not snip until

(92

further orders. FRef wire no 75,

Various calls made all over the field to Communications on
the field reg rding 50S signals on 228C. They informed
this Headruarters all bearings were being relayed to
searchmaster at Whitehorse.

Made lornw stance phone call to 4th -escue Operations and

di
spoke to lst Lt Lopsot, recuesting he send Crosley Suit-Case
Set, DF ecuipment and three operators. Advised me they
would take action and will wire this Headouarters immediately
of their actio




var
ousarLers

Lt Col Heffner arrivec
emergency. e stated
hetween onag ¢ Ashih Tanves,
in‘ormed

"
- tm the orid s
and immediately showed Nim Lhe @r

En b ok a heen
1A - i nas

2 1so tol {= of number
age ¢iven this entire area. ) § tol i

|

P

so,
over-

air-

' ‘ lready been formed
craft in that area and that plans have al eady b

t cover the entire area shown on grid search map once

-~

. suy search. 1he 'CC sisnals were then

3 ~ nad report
jiscussed. ns aadvised \

-
4 Lthey were v L ) | Lea.
- from
wanted

LCF Jf







Fescue
st i mipment and per:

Arranged for crew for AAC aircraft

RPadar, Capt Feniup will take
very cooper:tive,
Arrangexents

Al

supply. Operati

CAA reports woman
sputterin: on «
on mountain. Felayed

alled Lt Col Heffner

Advised by

210 not check

unfeather.

ETA B-17 3787 2013. Met aircraft

transport.tion for crew,

And arranged

.
McCord,

exilreme emerger

sonta
agar

recu

cted

“ 8




ATIONS "MIKE",
Advised him

It was decided to release the 4
Yhitenorse cancellations of suppl)
heaters. slso, all C-47e are re
area and heinc released. iNere
to be taien to Ft Nelson.

in status on 10 Feb which will

ernzine to Ft helson.

Vet 3595 F=17 to s-e if they have any information on search

Received wire recuestin, 4 Herman Nelsons after they refusec
the remaining portion of healers we had here and returning

eight on the same airerift we =ent them to hitehorse.

Received message from «r. Carr t CAA regards to message
he received from "ham" operato Vessage No. 1,

3 Feh at 1500. oent exact duf

meseage from CO McCord AFE recuestin~ disposition
mipment and personnel. -ent reply thit it was urgent
cuye airlift DF and personnel 0 shitehorse, Canada.
called Mr. Jack Carr to procure one
tion 0-435-11, 1 each, 4L714-E 686-19
Wwill call back.

10 rebruary

Call f rom Caa regarding message received frx
atrol, "at O50C reported Unis by X1 radio
mag. picked up between 8250 Bt 'S0S McKinley,
-5L", ~dvised CAA operator at Merrill Field

whitehorse,

in regards Lo same
] nuestioned hiw

ue. e




eOyes

.
le

wontacted
".v-.' eca 1







Nepartea

1 e
severa.l

coa







he ready for test F on Sunday

epart for ¥hitehorse early

Capt Holdiman advised that vearchmaster at
concerned with estim ted time of return of
Lone distance phone call tw Mdajor Ackerly adv
estimated time of completion of all aircraft.
st ted that it was embarraseing :
in search. Tverything possible

return of aircraft includin: rem

Depot.

Emerzency warning--C-54 overiue
llowea spproximately 1 1/< hrs later.

tion fc

Duty Officer (CWO Clausen) ¢
on =36 Messare received as follows: From CaA Gustavus AF
2081 FTosition 4O miles west of Lustavus 0524C advises instru-

lled to advise of imergenc
1

a
£
i

ments frozen only flizht instruments gyro compass. Advises

ne engine fe-thered may have to feuther another. ill pro-

ceed to veattle area If possible, coast stations.
istavus vinette d to { instruments.,

3t 05457 and acvised was still in fli-ht anc OF
Seattle plus <0. L‘onta 18 heen on
nnel V! nly un‘uote CCCI rt ass to 1<t
roup ! CAF. advised Duty Offi
Juneau, and oeattle aFs,

g 11177 ‘ e N
gency at 10172 aircraft la

February
arrivea st D=13 to ¢ status of the tw
departing for .hitehorse on t ith. Upon arrival it
discovered trat the aircraft had additional discrepanci
to be cleared before test-hop. lersornnel w
ishly to complete the maintenance. Estimsted
P

letion of the two aircraft was 14L0C.




presently beins picked up by Kodi ! ilton isla

ol - 4 - P -~ »
DF was standin- by and they n ing the sisnals,
le

cearins.

They made effort to pick-ug

"

13 February

Conntacted Detachment "A" for definite take-off on F-17
3787 and C-54 5632 and was advised that hoth aircraft hac
not taken off. PRoth aircraft were to have talen off before

noon.

Following received from CAA Loody | , . Notam
Anchorage Misel heak SOS heard on PJPQ FC : inr un-
reliable due to interference. FMecuest all iransmission
on 8280 KCS be held to emergency use only until further
notice. Unouote 0203002

Received from iesrchmaster hitehorse statu

caurrently st.tioned at #nhitehorse for 11 feb

B=17 5661 Zero hours unserviceable
C ] 17952 one hour and thirty five s serviceable
§1 three hours unserviceable ! y hour .nspec-
tion

Four hours and five minutes unserviceable
hydraulic system,

Advised by .etachment "A" that 3727 departed for whitek

C=54 havi starter trouble on Lo, 4 engine. ndvised if

aircraft does not come in before noon they will abort {

and depart on 14 reh,

Advised by Uetacnment "A" Radic lower they were
8.0 re they immediately alertea tiue

e o “w

find out if they have receivec the signals.

Advised

ar







LOG OF OPERATIONS "MIKE", CONT'D.

transported by aisother organization if possible. Detach-
ment "A" advised S54th Troup Carrier unable to transport
engine to Ft Nelson due to lack of aircraft, GCase Uper-
ations presently has two C-8< aircraft out on & supply run
but were due in at Zlmendorf tonight. If at all possitle,
he will furnish one aircraft for this mission.

Detachment "A" advises mrssape received from nhi‘etorse with
the information that survivors of =47 1027 are returning

to Blmendorf via =47, 5894, for nospitalizetion. . etimsted
Elmendorf at 16:52. List of survivors siven.

Called AAC for an aircraft and Major Tilley stated they h.d
to cancel flight today due to lack of aireraft. Agreement
made for Operations to call AAC again in the morning anag
check available aircraft.

Kajor Uitman called and advised that two mer working for
Alaska Airlines stated that they had some valuatle infor-
mation regardins the --54 missing since the 2¢ of Jan.

It was agreed to meet the two persons at this Hesdruarters
this evening. The two men arrived this Headouurters to
discuss the mission. The two mer had previously flov: this
route and stated their theory on what may have happened to
cause the dirappearance of the aircraft. lheir theory was
that the aircraft in cuestion was hetween Snag Radio und
ishihak Radio range in the ¥Wranrle VWts. takine into consi-
leration the strong winds that were prevailing the day of
the accident, and the possibility of tuning the radio to
Yakatat Radio and flying at the altitude of 10,00C feet
would not clear the Mountains which range to 17,000 ft be-
tween the Snag radio and Yakatat radioc. It was evident that
trhe two men knew what they were talking ahout. However,
their theory coincides to the thecries of the 10th nescue
Scuadron.

Uiex,
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10G OF OPERATIONS "MIKE, CONT'D.

the North West Alr Compand and the Alaska Alr Command.

All rescue ecuipment and personnel are being evacuated

from the search area 8s soon as practical.

The operations Log for the 10th "escue Squadror

ieadcuarters

is being closed at this time. This Headouarters feels that
every reasonable measure has been taken to locate the
zissing aircraft, C-54 2469. This Headouarters aw
official notification of the suspension of "Operations

Mike" from the Alaska Air Command, until such time as rescue
service can be continued under more favorable conditions.




Fbh West Alr Command instructed Squadren Leader Arseid to
= 88 Searchmaster for missing C-54, AF 2467,

1, Meteorological Officer, inetrdcted to report to
officer and obtain meteorological forecasts for

to Great Falls, Asber 2, Also to obtain all

8 Anchorage Green 2, Northway Amber 2, Great Falls
ur frem 262200 Z to 271100 Z.

Wnifehorse Range requosted obtain exact times all 7ixes
passed by 2489 fromaeparture Anchorage to last PX over Snag.

Search Center being set up in Signals.

Conversation long distance between Squadron Leader Arnold
and Lt. Colonel Strouse, Commanding Officer, Detachment B,
10th Fescue Scuadron, Fairbanks. “onnection not good.
Twelve aircraft departing from Fairbanks and Anchorage on
search, six to Whitehorse and six to Fort Nelson sweeping
route from Northway south as weather permits.

Whitehorse range reports 2469 reported over No-thway at

2251 Z at 10,000 ETA Snar at 2309 Z, also over °nag at 2309 2
at 10,000 ETA aishihik at 2337, Snag read latter report at
2314 2.

Whitehorse range reports 2469 reported to Rasilla at 2132 2
climbing ETA Sheep Mountain 2150 %4, Also over Sheep Mountain
at 2150 Z 11,000 ETa Gulkana at 2214 Z. Also over Gulkans
at 2214 Z 11,000 ETA Northway 2253 Z.

AF 2469 still unaccounted for. <quadron Leader Arnold at
Khitehorse. lenth “escue assisting with 12 aircraft. Con-
firm type of winterized equipment.

ATC advises truck driver reported seuthbound aircraft at
mile 351 at 0130 Z.

Alrceraft Immigration 8nd custoams
Al ru‘r,: <k Teport® fire 15 mainuted north Aatson radio.

Flighf Rl investigald but could not see for pateh of cloud.
Fire @ppears to »e pight on airways.
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Flisht lisutenant Durnin retumme’ from
iitzhorse uresa poor hut improving,

«+ ¥. Jarren, USA¥, returned *o be¢:s a’tor coverine 10%f the
JATCross orea, ramiinder of ires coversd with low cloud and
SNOw .

7969 flew over wres: 411 ) Yost 0F wursam wes overcast to
srattered.

YMew urogress reports
3im C=47's on way to

ecting hell by all mambers of Cperation ike, nev mer ndded

t0 tha Tor~e , OTzunti: tion ~haps 2 .

3 re Artwn up, raw mathods =nd
urc2ations were 244ed

~e38a7a2 acnt to R 10th fesene 7, Tlmevdorf

“ioney 100% covered, low calling, dut so0o” vi i ilitv,

Visit from ..4r Commolore ostello, Fuve constiuctive eritisism
rd y1cice for .ork sccomplished,

Six Dilkotss arrived from _dmonton sesrchine eree al the wey
within 10 niles esch side of [k legs, nee tive results.
D1y tC maasas 1 . escus s,

Heport “rom

amest
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Siens) received fram ~Imy Signsals:
{ntermittect errstic long dashed on
note strength 3.”

"mirtesn sircraft now ~irborne ir

Z Flizht licutenent Cumaron left by motor trors-o t to
shec revort on the lost sircrsft. {s offiery proseedcd £
20 miles Aown the hishvey und ccort ~ted the T .
sured in the report. On investigs tlor the lecd wes considered
to be unrelisdle. The parson
{nformetion wua 11 ‘orisette of elirs

" L
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Dt o -
F C=47"'s raporte
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AC on Operation MNike rs days sesrche® areas.

.-

ir Commo“ore Zostello Ta4ve press conference.

Fiyinz 0""f{cer 11 from ockeliffe reported for duty with

=47 3511. Flying Officer ..vert reported from /innipeg with
=47 564,

feport to NiiC on airers ¢t and ar=us to bYe searched v hitehorse
nd “Yelzor or 30 January.

>=47 Plying Officer Shearer from lockcliffe arrived.
=47 Flyvine Officer Ledbetter from hockeliffe arrived.

rom Ceptain Nogar, Ft. Yelson, to 1t. Col. trouse on
eircraft spures,

Narrstive repvort on Operstion Mike,
Shift I relieved by Shift II.

“ornire driefine for all captsins of seerch sireraft. Thirty

crews present. :1lots assigned sesrch arsss an' sireraft
sterted takins off ith first 1isht. Thirty-rive sirers®t
ere for search, with five of these U.S.

ne call reccivead dy ing ormander Miller, eerchnaster,
al]l ettached to rmy “ivn+1s in town ares
in converssaticn with = *iviiien store
the .dean "ishway, This storakeapar
residents of mn exrariments] famm
loen' e ) )2 "ermer revortod that e l2rge aireraft
flew low ! with 1ts lan'ing lichts on so atime on
ednasduy nipgh ftear oessing over the £ m the eireruft
switched off 1 ights and ;roceeded on ou

»
t of sight.
Tiis metter wes checked by the = chmegter by one

I LEE * s f varade "~ - . — ®)e
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ills nort!
ftemoon

rooks "rook, phone call from

irere®t flvine verv low

Leke «t 18500 VST below ]lavel of

far vury to see,

ane me s

"rom Luaitehorse to eér, sircreft sacrching from ¥t Yalson
in rres 445 wss in contact with 1015 at 19550,

‘rom  atson Leke, Souance Loke stri- checked negetive,

To Sousiron lesdar A nol? from ‘ontrol Tower: Tover intere
cepted = messsce from atson lske to Amonton ststine that »
truck Ariver st Lile F40sew + flash of licht ubout /4 of
&V u» mount=in on ppposite sile of Teslin loke 3ot ‘hove
tinber line.
<acne ecnll to J.usiron lesder rnold: Amonton TC panorted
8y checked 1 i stetions =; ir %o rrourd
stetions from _dmonton to sneupe ith no results, 1l comunie
cutions strtions i{n Zdmonton ..TC irea, rest Fulls .TC, »mnd
‘8ncouver srees uni ..1nska srea (Fsirdenls TC), have been
ciecked with no resalts, KeChexrd T3 v1s0 chesked
innicep TC areas, ANTEr =n saerched et ™
John un ¢ G vith ne : .
Amonton.,

gircreft

¢
sy st s - lalsor nnz chegked .

geter station stated thet Corstadle

sinss Junetior thet smokae signzls

ines Junction repert
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HAmec)l to P, Yelso

1 Febhruwry operstions from * a [nronrosad
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from G7.B: "Report of Davlight Sesrch Cuerations.”

flirhts should
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PEATIO 1K3

Pazge 17

1 Pedruary 1300 Hedi0 operetor om C-54 ?2%68 enroute ’hitehorse to “elson
1istinetly heard s clsar dut wesk sizgnel on SOC "Ce 1l
sirereft wee in immediate vicinity of Smith "fver at 70,000%
Sienal hesrd .ithin 2-4 KCs of 500 "Cs, Thess fects 7'ore
sant to ‘hitehorse and Ft, Nelson by *thel: tor,
*ut no asknowlede~ment received,

Mei., Cradtree cslled Capt. Nogur et Ft.
to sand an sirera2ft out to monitor the

ft III ¢sving over.
press rele. - warded 1.0 promptly.

roposed opersticns for Mike for 1 Pebrusry, from "'elson.

asuné of past end future rescue plans in ..lasks recuested by
North ‘est ~ir Command.

3ignal from Nelson recuesting sspsrate operating frejusnci=s
for each earee,

Offer of flying s.rvices by > Jae) ne e -as, Man,

Bus driver nsmed MeNsb Ariving through Haines Jumetion reported
thet smoke signals were secn repestedly ccross the mount ins in
3., 7., direction. keported that plenes were wearching -re~ tut
never went far enough over mcuntsin,

Three .uster and three lL-5 wsircruft enroute Amonton~ -hitehorse
requirs fuel «t Frophet Eiver and "isrd .iver,

3
2 February 0022 - 11 flaen4 son*ust onar *ion in that ares,

re neaded
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Y Nard
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~eport to Flying Officer Moore on whet signuls ha
500 :ce.

port or sirersft from D
“eport from " s pilot.
From Creat Falls, work to be
=17 3595 covered ¥t. lIogen.
221 95% coverage of 20
€944 50¢ of s1B.
8246 60% of 7D.
I1-5 4972 Qestioned people
°=47 962 1007 of 16
=47 150 100"

=47 1037 100% of 29" apnd 4D,

1 Padbruary IC 126 1952 mi1.

2 Tebruery

1007 of 24,
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Jsrificstion of our 1-51,

from Nelson on 1 ledruary cperations,

T"ostello on work to tee #¥
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from “~lson to Alr Jowwlore

answer to Felson.

dAl'er to Fligit Tieutensnt
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wiite &t Smith Liver re signals on 50C "Ce. Smith h no ham
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Shift I toeok over.

2 » ~

Signe] from FiIAC re search
Signal from Nelson re C-864

.engel «t .sines Junction picked vy sn unrendsble signel on
500 KCs »t 1330 hours, locali. «t 1420 hours local the seme
wansel picked up & repe:zted signal on 500 !'Ce as follows:VGB

Siznal to "I™ Flight NUL re 20 hour inspection.

=47 £5% of 75=.

Cad?

100% of 738,

N1l vieather.

114 IF¥R search
75% of 493,

lessare received from ‘hitehorse tower:

on 500 FCs st 04C3054. It .as un sutomutic
dusion, osition ¢t that time wss 30 miles

X v 453 hesrd Aistress signale from
S04 oun ©C. later «t 0320 hewrd further signsl
Sounded like #310 7347 (Lust firure 7 not sure).

Towar: hE

3005 of 1.

I 4

: -

- O - 10 =7
HOTTa - T,

revamping of searcsh.
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S Tedbruary

2001

essuye fram 12 Group re flying completed ® Fedruary 180

al

report of exrlosion in the Salmo B.C. area at 2350 ST, 76 Jan.

Kessace from Torfolk, «rvanses re locstion of missinz
tireraft C-54 24589 (dream).

3ignel from 12 Group conearning plene sizhted on 26 January
in the NAT/]l BC srea and explosion heard on 26 Jsnuary in the
Sheep Cresk ©C area.

3ssege from 12 Group re flying done 3 Fadbruary. Also reported
explosaion #nl smoke signals.

Messae from ireat Fal)ls on flvineg for 3 Fedbruary.

Nessere from ~les'sn ! re *isapprovz]l of rejuest
from 4spentfents to ®ly in U3 F cireraft on search c.erstions,

:irnal he 4 2t atson Laks 1 “20C IICs “rom 2209 to 2212 J
on 3 Tedbrusry.

38 wge from % e 1 an~e operations and
frequencies

3ienal from 12 ) T herrd on 5240 strensth
3«4 between 0628 - O : Februsry.

Siensl fro: Y ..C re S0S signsl haur?! between (925 sand 092°
35T 4 Fedruery on 528C "Cs, 3ignal believed to eman teffrom
interior of 3C,.

,essape from Jesrcimaster, Great Falls re besrinss vicked up
by Seattle Coust vusrd ships, a«lso Tivil sirline interception
of signal on 500 XCs in the Com~x area,

1estine rompt

e jeet fro

ess: v¢ from
1.5t four numbers,

Sairt 1 took ove .




10KD re= 51] inspection.

-~~~ 4 a3 - 0rt *hy

essace Trom ACCS, they picked up =« position : b,
stitu’e snd lorritude indic ted it was from an wircra”t

over the lzorea.

Tower reports, Junesm savs messare from Yakutst seving
thev reseived distress sisnal at 0210 on "2°RC, 11 they
got was “AFL".

From Srest Falls, re sicnals and rances standine by on SC

2-47 desurted Slmen‘or? 5 Februsry for hitehorse.

~

To 8lnendorf re B-17 and C-47,

shona cwll from D.0.B. Ik. jaxttle overses  redio recuested
two Il airersft to monitor 8220 = “28( ¥0s as FHainbridee
Navsl Station haes for the past 3 hours heard dbroaq signsls
hetweern those frequencies., Have hecrd 3 calls each =hou

20 minutes ufter the hour. First in voice, and sacon? in Cle
A besrine taken seems to be in ‘unezu aires on line hetween
Juneau spd Snag.

cell from D [ : h: ¢ bearine from Dsindtridee
332
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february ) assire from . TC y Ottava, Three lancasters leperting Roeve
cliffe 13002 11 February. RJecuest confirmation of need for
rman lalsons.

eived call from Set. Foster st Né 140 stetine thst S/Set.
0 wes traveling the highway from Purwash to /‘hite-
aw ®* Asrk object in =« swail in the mountains sbout
2st of the redd =n4 s couple of places in the
t look=? like something hed bounced hard, lla axam-
e objects thr ugh glesses als), le travels thi
or & times s weck and claims this objett was not
there defore. ‘le wus 'etween Milse 1022 and top of the surm-
mit «hen he suw the object,

Hessure to ATC "I, with informetion to WIAC lescue soortinstion
‘anter, Sreat alls Jeare master, 12 Crou; » 3tating
situstion not considared sufficientlv eriticsl to warrent

trensoortation of “ermsn

) P Py rin Yalies
velscns Ix LOcxecliille.
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#1) €rom 1 ac seying thaet “ot: Yome anA
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e
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=54 2659, TFR, ut 64:49N, 14C:76
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n air flare., Investigating.

e from C=54, 2659, st 55:53N, 140:28

course, unabls to rind sanythine.

, 7000 faet, TFi

12 that two helicopters unsble to land
slicopter leniad in vallev, OCne

leke due to 01l l2:% in enpine.
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14 Psdrusry o0:s To Camm-ndine Jeneral, H A¥S, Mirylwnd, sugcest-

ing thet p/7 stations ot 7 ; 3t John rem+«in unt11
Weer ;Sw--t‘rier.

can=o sdreraft re: use in search,

sonfirmaing telacon tkins/Hazlett 13 Fabruary 1950,

To RCC NV.8 re ¢ lscon with .{¢ Timmermesn pe tisein of smsarch
covarace in southarn «Co

To RCC N.IAC re operstior for 13 Fabruurv 19%0,
To RCC NIAC re 'TOpOsed oparstion for 14 Fabrmy Yy

From D/F stotion st Junewu re D/P stations in o
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*arch ~otivities from 12th 3roun for

From
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16 Pebruzry

17 February

16 Pabruary

17 February

YT

- -~

2208

0c20

2235

0309

dsparted T
ota 664,

=54 7239 of Sna-

ell, one man with

*rom a lake at 62/31 liorth,
first atrersft to rive assistanee
the srcane from Snase

5ie to 10th Rescue, ilmendorf, re a-uioment
4/C at hitehorse (USAF)

Sasreh spd Resoie office onee again moved their of 'ice, this
time back to the west side of Hanger "A" into one (1) sv~-12
rocie

Us-sage from Comusnding Jonerzl, /AC, Fort Riehardson,
Alaska to A/V/K Dunlsp re lown on oparation Miike®,
only to shase 40/ rurmors I 1 veportle.

Cat. Nirzof? ra returning of

C.0e 1804t AACS design ting Lt,
in «hitehorss 2108,

i7C Hoeckeliff rs return of five (5) naviamstors to 414

., 5t John re smoke column see°n 88« of

Az artaining ¥ Jositi
4o to Colovel Stronse
Lasl to 10th nescue
rom 120ropp T

homs ~:11 from Sonstadle

n 1ndian reportad o bl

nd
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20 Pebruary 1727 Sig from NAAC re signal from 808 Sqn requssting release of
Lanc 214.

4
0255 Sig froam MeChord re investigzation in P,.C, to be carried out from
Cutbank,

1140 Sig from 12 Gp re C-45 not dispatched to Lethridee ben:use of
wasther,

Sig to NJAC re clesing of Sesrch and rescue In., Thitehorse, nlosed
effictive thiz date,




