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39.'2-.1/29(SASO) 
24 Apr 50 

RP0RT ON SEh.RCH FOR MISSING USAF C54 #2469 
COORDINATED BY THE RCAF RESCUE COORDINATION CENTRE 

NiAC HQ EDMONWN, ALBERTA 

OPERATION MIKE 

Âppendioiess'- 'A" Resume of action taken during first 24 hours 
"B" Daily Summaries of action 
"Ct' Investigation into pertinent reports after termination of 

the operation 
iÇ, "D" Photographs of main plotting chart in ROC showing search 

' 

coverage 
. "E" Weather Sunrnary at the time .kF2469 failed to report 

"F" List of participating agencies 
"G" Flying times 
"H" 

Square mile coverage 
UIl, Photographs of crashed AF1O15 and M'1037 

Notes All times aro eonwich Mean Time 
All Distances and areas are in nautical miles. 

GENERkL SITUATION 

1. A USAF, SAC aircraft type C-54 #2469 piloted by ist. Lt. Cari 
McMichaei plus 7 crew and 34 passengers departed from Eimendorf JFB at 
262il6Z, flight planned 1FR airways to 'eat Falls. Estimating 8 hours 30 
minutes on route with 13 hours fuel aboard, This aircraft was last hoard at 
262314Z when it reported passing Snag at 262309Z giving an ETA on Aishihik 
of 262337Z, cruising 10000 ft. 

OR G.NIZA TION 

2, S/L Arnold Senior Flying Control Officer for Oporation Sweet 'iar 
was appointed searchmaster by NiAC on 26 Jan 50. On 27 Jan 50 w/c DR Miller, 
LFC, an umpire on Sweet Briar, was appointed soarchmastor in place of S/L 
.Lrnold as the latter was required for Sweet Briar. Lt. Col. Strouse, OC Flight 
"C" of the 10th Rescue Sqn USAF Fairbanks was appointod assistant searchmastor. 
On 28 Jan 50 Air Commodore MN Costello took over as chief co-ordinator and 
supromo commander of the joint USAF-Canadian search effort with HQs at Whitehorse, 
Y. T. 

3. As A/C Costello was the Assistant Deputy Manoouvro Commander for 
Exorcise Sweet Briar and as ho was Senior RCAF Officer in the Whitohorso aoa, 
ho was charged with the overall supervision and coordination of Operation Mike. 
In addition, ho was to determine the allocation of priorities between Operation Mike and Exercise Sweat Briar. 

4.. The first HQ was set up in Sweet Briar signals section at Whitehorse.. 
The second day, 27 Jan, revealed that it would be necessary to enlarge the search 
HQ. This was accomplished by moving to the Umpires room across the hangar. Vith the appointment of A/C Costello still largor accommodation was found to be 
necessary. Sweet Briar Air Forces HQ was coimnandeerod for tho purposo. This 
new location provod to be most adequate. On Friday 17 Fob after 22 days of 
intensive searching the decision was reached to reduce the intensity, number of 
aircraft participating and the size of the HQ. To accomplish this the Whitehorse 
Search HQ was moved back to the Umpires office with a staff of 3 USAF and 3 RCAF 
p er s o nne 1. 

5. Another HQ was set up in Great Falls by the OC of Flight C 4th 
Roscue Squadron MeChord JLFB, Tacoma, Washington. This HQ was charged with 
searching the area South of Ft Nelson, B.C. Maj Smith the OC of Flight C 4th 

I... 2 



. O 
s 

RS was also made responsible for the coordination of utilization of aircraft of SAC and other USAF units South of the international boundary. 

SEARCH AREAS 

6. From an analysis of all available information and study of the weather and terrain on the afternoon of 26 Jan, it was decided, unanamously, that the most probable area to Eßarch was that along the airways from Snag to Whitehorse bounded on the South by the 10000 ft. contour line on the NE slope of the St. Elias mountains and on the North by a line 50 miles North of the airways. From this area the search was spread South along the airway to Ft Nelson, Groat Falls aircraft wore to search the area from Ft Nelson to eat Falls 100 miles on both sides of the airways. Finally, the maximum coverage by aircraft based at Whitehorso on both visual and radio search included an area bounded on the East by the Mackenzie River, North to Fairbanks,. West to the Pacific Ocean, South to Massett radio range station, East to Ft St John thon North to the Mackenzie River. The maximum coverage by aircraft based at Great Falls was from a lino lOO miles East of airways betwoon Great Falls and Ft Nelson West to the continental divide, numerous special areas in the B.C. mountains and numerous radio sweeps as far North as Fairbanks. (See Appendix Ufl \ 

J. 

7. The density of coverage was determined by the probability of the area concerned. The most probable areas were covered three to five times with contour runs of i mile visibility. E.ch grid square or sector required 
approximately 14 runs to complete a single coverage. Areas less likely to produce results were searched from i to 3 times with contour runs of i milo visibility. The outer sectors West of the Mackenzie and in Northern, B.C. were covered with a 15 mile visibility and radio search. Tho mountains North and South of Whitehorse wore flown by C-54's and Lancasters flying fracks using 7 mile visibility and monitoring distress frequencies. 

WEATHER 

f3. The overall weather picture, visibility and cloud in the search arca was anything but helpful in carrying out a detailed and accurato search. During the first two and one half weeks there were only two days that could be described as excellent search weather. The remainder of the timo produced fair to poør conditions which partially contributed to the two crashes which occured during the search. See Appendix "E" for the weather summary at the time AF2469 Went missing. Daily summaries in Appendix "B" contain each day's weather 

WINTER OPERATION 

9. Temperatures ranged from an average low of -15°F to an average high of -1°F. There wore two noticeable effects of the sub-.zero temperatures on the progress of the search. The first was the increased time necessary to enable .ircraft to become airborne from a cold start. On an average there was a delay ©f two hours, consisting of 1 to l-i- hours when engines wore being heated with Elorman Nelson heaters, plus 30 minutes to 1 hour boiling off delution after Etarting. The second and very severe handicap was encountered by the reduced vieibility caused by constant ice fog and haze. Great Falls experienced the lowest temperatures, as low as -40°F for days at a time. Few aircraft could get airborne under these conditions. 

lo. There were no reports of suffering by aircrew members from the cold However, certain complaints wore registered by scanners of freezing breath fogging windows in aircraft while searching. 
11. The extreme temperatures combined with insufficient heated hangar space causing search aircraft to be parked outside, made it very apparent which typos wore more suitable for ncrtrn operations. The Dakota's proved to be the most versatile and capable of becoming airborne in less time than either the C54, B29, Bl7 or Laiìcastor. 
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INTERNÉ.TIONAL COOPERATION 

O 

12, From the outset of this operation to the very finish, cooperation, 
harmony and good will prevailed everywhero. The two Air Forces involved easily 
and quickly integrated into a smooth running and efficient search organization. 

ACOURACY OF THIS 1EPORT 

13. At this juncture, it is desirod to point out the great difficulties 
in compiling a completely accurate report in detail from the hundreds of signals 
and other data involved in this search. It is believed, however, that discrepaxnies if any, are of a minor and unimportant nature. 

CONCLUSION 

111. . A USAF C54 typo aircraft number 2469 disappeared on the afternoon 
or elÄening of 26 Jan 50. No trace of the missing aircraft has boon found and it i. prosumed that if the aircraft is down in the area covered by search aircraft, 
there are no survivors. 

15. Although 100% visual coverage by air is impossible in terrain such 
as that in the Whitohorse area, it may be concluded that the area of greatest possibility has boon searched with as 'oat an intensity as may be expected from 
the air. This does not preclude that AF2469 is not down in the area covered. 
However, experience shows it is possible to pass over a crashed aircraft in 
mountainous and coniferous country many times without sighting the crash oven 
when the location of the crash is known. (See photographs attached as Appendix 
ti \ 

J. 

16. The three days following the disappearance of AF2469 experienced 
almost continous snowfall. This in itself reduced the possibility of rly 
discovery, especially if there were no survivors. 

17. While those areas which were contour searched (all square grid 
areas in mountainous country were contour searched) can be presumed to have been 
searched to the ultimate possible by air, those areas covered by route searches 
were covered only to the extent that had there been any survivors or radio 
distress signals, the crashed aircraft might have been found. 

18. Although not strictly impossible, it is very highly improbable that any of the poopie aboard AF2469 can still be alive. The intense cold, 
shortage of food and the probable shock condition of any survivors of the actual crash reduce the possibility of survival after such a length of time. 

19. The method of search utilized is considered to have been the best possible both from the standpoint of expected results and oporational control. It i arood that the grid typo search areas as used on Operation Mike has many 
advariitagos over areas having geographical features as boundaries. 
20. Although it is admitted that the typo of aircraft (c47) used most oxtcnsively on concentrated searching doe.s not have sufficient visibility for an offjjent search aircraft, there is not, at the present timo, any other type in suffjcjejt quantity which would fulfil the requirements of such a large scale search. The fact that mainly C47's were used on this search, has no doubt reduod the coverage factor moroso than had an aircraft with much better visibility been available. 

21. Every theory of what could or might have happened to causo AF2469 to disappear was investigated with nil results. 
22. This operation proved that a search on a very large scale is not oay to supervise or co-ordinate from one centre, unless the machinery is already in existence and adherence to its provisions is enforced. 
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RECO&NDLTIQNS 

23. That suitable Conference be held once each year between qualified 
AR pers.nnel of NWAC HQ,, Tac Gp, 12 Gp, 4 h RS U&F 10th RS US.F. This 

Conference would submit recomraendations to the pproprieto Canadian and US 
authorities on changes deemed necessary in prèsent SAR procedure in the Westorn 
and Northwestern areas of the Nrthmerican continent. 

24. That a syster be set up at each ROC enabling the ROO to establish 
a search EQ in the field within 3 hours of the appointment and/or arrival of a 

Saarchmaster, quïpríient essential for the setting up an operational search EQ 

should be conipactly stored at each ROC or main flight base connected with the 
::wC. The containers should be portable and of such dimensions as to be easily 
air lifted imniediately to the location of the search EQ. in the field. This 
equipment should include iriaps, stationery, blackboard, folding furniture, 
navigation equipment and all other pieces of equipnient essential to an operations 

centre. 

25. That action be taken to institute a 3 minute "silence period" on 
8280 Kcs. This"silence period"could be for 3 minutes beginning at the 1th 
and 45th minute of each hour such as the"silence periods" on 500 Kas. 

26. That at least 3 portable D/F sets be made available at each ROC for 
immediate transportation to a search area. 

2'?. That light aircraft such as the "Beaver" be stationed at ShR Flights 
throughout the ROAF in sufficient nunibors as to enable them to be effective in 
a large search, Light aircraft such as the L5, Ll7 and LC126 proved extremely 
valuable on Operation Mike. The Norsernan with necessary equipment aboard will not 
carry sufficient scanners to be really effective. 

28. That Squadrons or Flights sending aircraft to assist in a search 
ensure that the aircraft alloted. to assist be fully equipped and winterized 
(if in winter) and piloted by a holder of a standard instrurcient rating, 

29. That aircraft maintenance, euch as winter inspection, should be 
planned by thé CH or Gp EQ. maintenance personnel immediately afte it can be 
seen that the search will assume large enough action to warrent this action, 

'; ¡,z:- 
(MP Martyn) Gil 

for OC NWAC 
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0020Z 27 Jan 

The Edmonton Air Traffic Control Centre advised the 
RCAF Rescue Coordination Centre (RCC) that íF C54 JF2469 had not 
given a position report since over Snag at 262309Z. ATO viere 
immediately asked to conduct a communication search viith all stations in the NSR area for possible contact with AF269. The flight plan 
previously received at the Rescue Coordination Centre was as follovis 

AF2469 - 054 - pilot McMichael - Elmendorf - eleven 
thousand Groen 8 to North:ay - ten thousand 
Amber 2 to Great Falls -Spcd 160 knots, radio normal with VHF - 
daparted at 2116Z - time en route 8 hours and 30 minutes - fuel 13 hours - pilot' s rating 3-1 - Alternate Billings Montana. The ROC 
was later advised that LF2469 had a crew of seven and thirty seven 
passengers and that 054 2469 was operated by Strategic Air Command. 

0045Z 

ATO advised ROC that there viere no results from the 
communications search. 

0050Z 

Whitehorse and Ft Nelson Search and Roscue flights vcro alerted. All aircraft flying on amber 2 airways viere requested to keep a sharp lookout for signs of missing 054 AF2469. All police posts along the Alcan Highviay vere alerted and asked to pass informa- tian regarding AF2469 to all surface traffic on the Alcan Highway. Drivors to report sightings to nearest telephone station. 
O1IL5Z 

ATO advised that there viere no further positive results from continuing com.mwücations check. 

0130Z 

RCC contacted the Flying Control and SR officer for Operation Sweet Briar, iho was in hitehorse, and advised him to stay on duty and assist in preliminary checking action. Also discussed known facts and possibilities regarding IF2469 including weather conditions and possibility of AF2469 having radio failure due to antenna icing. Also discussed plans of operation should LF2469 fail to land safely. The plan was to baso a Searchmaster and search aircraft at hichorso where tho best search facilities for the Northern sector of Alcan route were available. Planned to use procedures as laid down in Joint Standing Operating Procodure for SLR along lacan Route. 

0206Z 

USAF AF5482 northbound reported sighting large red flare on or near the highway in vicinity of Watson Lake. Vhen asked for a definite position F54$2 advised the ROC to draw a line from watson south eastorly 1/8 of an inch to the right of Lower Post using the strip map. The flare was where the line intersected the highway. BC Police from Lower Post vere des- patched by car to investigate. BC Police cruised highway, using 



. . 
s 2 - APPENDIX "Li' 

a siren, listening arid viatchinj from a point 25 miles north of 
Lower Post to a point 50 miles south of Lower Post. Results nil. 
One ROLF vehicle searched highway from Vlatson to Lower Post. 
Results nil. 

0210Z 27 Jan 

ROAF 047 VC559 departed Snag for Whitehorse and 
Vatson on a route search. Nil sighted between Snag and Vhitohorso. 
Stopped hitehorse to refuel and take aboard Para Rescue team then 
proceeded to Wátson on route search, to standby at Vatson when 
search completed. 

0220Z 

047 VC656 southbound was requested to investigate the 
report on flares near 1atson Lake. 

0303Z 

10th Rescue Sqn v1as alerted and requested to stand 
by to render possible assistance. 

03152 

USAF MiSTS Liaison Officer, who as previously alerted, 
arrived at the RCC and was given all particulars on JF24.69 with 
action taken to date. He remained throughout the night and assisted 
in all ways possible. 

0320Z 

047 VC656 advised there was one small convoy on high.' 
t'ay south of watson. Convoy had stopped and was using red flare 
pots for traffic markers. Visibility very good. L.rea searched 
thoroughly with nothing else sighted. It was presumed that the red 
flares previously sighted in this area were made by the convoy. 

0345Z 

The ROMP reported one large fire in vicinity el' mile 
717 (Rancheria) VC559 advised to investigate. Nothing was sighted. 

0345Z 

JTC advised ROC that aircraft are reporting icing 
conditions in the Snag to Teslin area. 

035O 

watson Lake ground search party asked to stand by 
until all sighter reports in vicinity had been checked. 

0444Z 

ll stations on amber 2 airways were advised to 
listen out on 500 and 8280 kcs for distress caUs until further 
notice. 
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0550Z 27 Jan 

4th Rescue Sqn UcChord Field was alerted, given details of action to date and requested to stand by to render possible assis- tance. 

0550Z 

J truck driver reported that a southbound was sighted at approximately O100Z from vicinity of mile 354. F2469 should have arrived in this area between 0124Z and 0139Z. The truck driver could not be interrogated for moro details until 1727Z at which time his story proved to be vague and details un- certain, 10th Rescue and CLF aircraft were searching in this area by 1700Z and nothing was sighted. 
0600Z 

MitTS Ljajon Officer and RCAF operations officer decided no further action v:s necessary until at least one hour after L.F2469's ETA at Great Falls. This ETA was 270646Z. AF2469 would be actually at destination at 270746Z as one hour is normally allowed past TL before concentrated search activity is initiated. 

0645Z 

The aircraft immediately available for search action vTas as follows - 

Whitehorse 2 C54s 
i C47 
i C64 
2 351's 

Vatson Lake 1 047 
1 Sea Hornet 
i Firefly 

Ft Nelson 1 064 
:i C45 

0715Z 

ROC called 10th Rescue and advised them of action taken to date and that we would use J3O? for S along Jlcan Route should ¿F2469 fail to arrive at Great Falls. 
0745Z 

JF2469 still had not arrived at Great Falls. 
0745Z 

The following signal was despatched to Vhitehorse information Watson Lake, Ft Nelson and 10th Rescue Fairbanks: 
Quote . ÂTC LDVISES THLT WITH PRESENT UPPER JINDS ¿F2469 NO ONE 

HOUR OVERDUE AT GT FALLS ( . ) 10TH RESCUE CENTER ADVISES 2 0543 
WITH GLIDERS 2 SKIVIHEEL JATO 0475 LND 10 OTHER 0823 STANDING BY 
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FOR IMMEDIATE T!I QFF (.) s/L LRNOID TO BE SE!RCHMLSTER (.) 

SEARCH TO BE INITIÎTED II'DILTELY LUD THIS CHQ iPT ¿VISED OF 

iROGflESS ( . ) SUGGEST MOST rROBBLE LREL IS IN LREL OF BAD ELTHER 

NORTH OF TSON (.) Unquote. 

Searchmaster to be responsible to Rescuo Coordination Centro 
NT-:JC HQ Edmonton. 

O83Z 27 Jan 

Searehmaster hitehorse advised that he had set up 
an operations room and vías organizing an extensive aerial search. 
Also,. he had contacted 10th Rescue who stated thGy had 12 aircraft 
available at Elmendorf and Lacid LFB' s. Two Bi?' s one C54 and 2 C47' s departed Ladd at O92OZ for hitehorso searching along ¿mber 2 while on route. It was planned to operate aircraft out of Vhitehorse and Ft Ndson. OC 10th Rescue to be assistant Searchmaster at Thite- horse and Capt Nogar to be in charge of aircraft at Ft Nelson and to be responsible to Scarchmaster Vhitehorse for search orders. Iircraft to do a route search of airways en route. 

The following signal was passed to C6 4th Rescue at McChord AFB. Quote. "C98 UNCL'8 (.) LF2469 STILL UNACCOUNTED 

FOR( . ) SQUADRON LEADER ¿NOID rRESENTLY JT HITEHORSE IS COORDINLTOR 

OF SELRCHPCTIVITIE8(.) 10TH LESCUELSSISTING WITH 12 ÁIRCRiFT(.) 

REQUEST YOU GO ON 3 HOUR C'.LL(.) LNTICI?JTE NO DIFFICULTY IN BEING 

LELE TO GIVE YOU SUFFICIENT JJVLNCE VTLRNING IF YOUR SERVICES E 

DEEMED NECESSLRY ( . ) COFii TYPE OF :INTERIz EQUIPNT ON ÌBO 
ÍLERT ( . ) Unquote. 

1015Z 

iF2469 still unaccounted for and presumed to be out 
0fb fuel, 

1016Z 

RCC notified all pertinent agencies and commerced organizing aircraft for an extensive aerial search and continued checking all clues and observer reports. 

1045 Z 

RCC set up plotting charts, plotted all information received to date and drew in search areas using the grid system suggested by 10th Rescue Sqn. These areas were one degre hor&an- tally and degree vertically. Using the IBAF Vorld eroiiautica1 charts (i to i,000,000) each chart was allotted a lettere. identi- fier and each search area was numbered consecutively starting from 
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the upper left hand corner and working horizontally along the chart. 

1055Z 27 Jan 

Canadian Pacific Lirlines Flight 24 southbound 
reported a small fire 15 minutes north of Viatson Lake. Unable 
to investigate due to by? cloud. 

ll45Z 

054 LF5532 southbound vias asked to investiato the small fire spotted by CR24. Nil results as low cloud still 
rrovailed in the area. 

1200 to 1500Z 

ROC reviewed all known facts regarding AF2469, and 
discussed the general situation in detail with Mt.TS Liaison Officer in an attempt to arrivo at some conclusion as to the possible action taken by the pilot of 22469 once ho was faced with any one or niore of the numerous possible difficulties. iith the known factors in mind, the ROC attempted to form a series of hypotheses of what 
might have happened, and based on these hypotheses, work out a series of possible solutions. Numerous theories rou1ted but as 
there were so few known facts, outside of weather conditions, it was impossible to arrive at any one solution. ¿ll theories rould have to be systematically investigated in order of priority. ROC 
analysed action taken to d3te to ensure no possibilities or action as overlooked. 

1540Z 

¿rrangements made for Capt Nogar en route to Ft Nelson to search area 10 miles on both sides of amber 2 from l32OOV to Ft Nelson utilizing 3 B171s, i C64 and 1 C45. One more B17 was to arrive Ft Nelson this date. 

1600Z 

Arrangements vere made for the special SJR air to ground frequencies to be used in their allotted areas and comniunica- tions networks to go on continuous operation. 
165oZ 

Correlated availability of aircraft suitable for participation in search. 

1730Z 

sC HQ Omaha, Nebraska phoned and were given resume of action taken. SLC HQ advised they were anxious to assist in any way if required and would forv:ard a list of available aircraft. 

1745Z 

ROC made arrangements to ensure that special hip meats of large quantities of fuel and oil en route to hitehorse were being rushed as qiñckly as possible. 
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T83OZ 27 Jan 

RCC investictod type and quantity of survival equip- riant aboard LF2469. This equipment totalled 815 pounds and was later found to include 48 parachutes, 3 emergency water cans, 4 E-le kits, 3 first aid kits, 4 smoke grenades, i emergency radio and 40 blankets, 

l9lOZ 

RCC received word from S.0 HQ of three C54's en route to Great Falls to partiçipate in search. Great Falls wore advisod nd asked to hold these aircraft at Great Falls for instructions. 

1930Z 

ROC received word from SLC EQ that the following ircraft viere alerted and standing by. 2 B29's at Spokane and 4 B29's at Rapid City which could operate from Great Falls and 15 B29's at Roswell M'B to operate from advance bases. This information was passed to Searchmaster 'hitehorse with a request to advise NJC HQ soonest if any of these aircraft can be utilized on search in north- orn sector of search area. 

1940Z 

Received report from mile 836 (near Johnsons Crossing) of an aircraft believed to be 4-engined sighted at OlOOZ 27 Jan. Information passed to Socrchinaster hitehorse to investigate. Cloe i .vestigation gave nil results. 

l945Z 

ROC advised Great Falle of three SLC C54' s en rout' r) Gr'at Falls requesting they be held Great Falls until 4th Rescue pass them instructions. Requested Great Falls to pass NC number and type of aircraft available for search should they be required for this duty. 

2 005 Z 

ROC requested that Flight SC" 4th Rescue Sqn despatch a Searchinaster and search aircraft to Great Falls LFB. Edmonton was not satisfactory for search base especially for B29's, due to United facilities unc ø:p1ieations of Exercise Sweet Briar. This Searchmaster 1as to set UI) base of operations at Great Falls and coordinate search activities south of Ft Nelson utilizing MLTS and SLC aircraft. L.dvised 4th Rescue that iCC NAC HQ would coordinate the overall search activity. 4th Rescue advised ROC thrt Maj Smith would be Soarchmaster and that they would begin moving to Great Falls as soon as eather permitted. Great Falls e5her was 200 ft and -- mile at the time. 

2010Z 

RCC advised CO Great Falls of plans for using Groat Falls LFB as the southern base of operations. 

2020Z 

Vhitehorse requested that /C Miller replace S/L Lrnold 
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Searchmaster, as the latter was urgently required on Sweet Brictr. 
Ldvisod hitehorse that /C Miller was to assume duties of Search- 
master. 

2128Z 27 Jan 

Following sina1 passed to Searchmaster hitehorse. 
Quote . "RCC H1S B2N IN CONThCT ITH ST1TEGIC LII. COMMLi OMLHí' 

:Ho IOEQUEST OUR !NTICIIVTD aLNS ND MLXIMUM NUMBER OF SJC ÁIRCRFT 

REQUIRED FOR SEhRCH( . ) s:c II?.CitLFT PRESENTLY ON STAND BY FOR 

IMMEDL(TE TP OFF( . 
) TI-lIS LLTTER TO BE DISCUSSED :ITH L/COL STI.OtE 

ND THIS CHQ ADVISED OF DLCISION EARLIEST ?OSSIBLE( .) THREE 054 

FROM EL ?ÌO ESTIM1TING GPT FALLS THIS PM TO ?LRTICI?LTE IN SELRCH(.) 
THESE TILL BE RELD LT GF UNTIL FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS RECEIVED (.) 

JDVISE( . ) IF SLC JIRCRFT TO BE USED LDVISE THIS CHQ TI AIRCRJFT 

LEQUIRED IN SEARCH ¿E(.)" Unquote. 

2135Z 

Searchinastor hìtehorse advised that base at hitehorse 
cannot handle any more 4 engined aircraft at present due to limited 
facilities and suggested 3C aircraft be used to search areas south 
of Ft Nelson and to operate under 4th Rescue Sqn. 

2140Z 

ROC phoned 4th Rescue Searchmaster and requested he 
be responsible for coordinating utilization of all USL.F aircraft to 
participate in search from Zone of Interior tÁ. He would be liaison 
officer between NJC ROO and all US units participating except for 
units based in Llaska. 

2305Z 

ROC advised Scrchmaster hitehorsc of 4th Rescue 
setting up coordinating contre at Great Falls. Searchinaster white- 
horse and Searchmastor Groat Falls to keep ROC advised of all search activity. 

2350Z 

ROC advised Tac Gp that the 6 CJTC 047's laid on for departure for Vhitehorse 28 Jan for Sweet Briar commitments were to be prepared to participate in search, 047 664 to depart for hitehorse as soon as possible to participate in search. ¿L1 air craft to stop ct Edmonton for briefing for a sweep of Lmber 2 airays. 

2352Z 

ROC advised 12 Gp HQ that 12 Gp aircraft would not be employed on search at present but were to stand by for expected 
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flood emergency in the Fraser Valley area of B.C. 

2358Z 27 Jan 

RCC requested TC to despatch 6 C47's as soon as 
possible to participate in the search. These aircraft to be baeed at V.'hitehorse and to be proarod for outdoor maintenance. 

2359Z 

j resumo of vïecther for this day (27 Jan) follows, 

Snag Aishihik arocZ 
ocrch conditions all day. 

Aishjhjk to atson Lake: 
Continuous snow all day with Jhitehorse reporting a snowfall of 2+ inches. Temperatures in this area above zero with highs of 20 to 25 degrees and lows of zero to 5 degrees. 

Vatson Lake to Great Falls: 

V'oather good, except for snow in the Fort Nelson to Edmonton section during the afternoon. Temperatures at watson Lake below zero with the overnight low 27 below. 

This concludes the preliminary action takon during the 24 hours immediately aft3r F2469 failed to pass a position report to Aishihik Radio. Follcing as Appendix B is the daily summaries of action. 
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T039-2-1/29 (ss1 
DLTD 2h. ír 5Q 

28 January 

General Resum 

1. The grid system of areas presently in use (seo para 26 of irelixninary Jction) were extor.do tc cV;r. the ontire Province of Alta, the Qastorn half of British Coiuia and tho adjacont areas in the U.S0 north of the 47th parallel. This crea extended more than 100 milos on each sido of ¿rnber 2 air?:ys. Those arcas and their reference numbers ere passed to all concerned. 

2. It vias decided that the most probable area wcs in the Iishihik 7hitchorso region b3C3USO of the adverso 7eather conditions at the timo F2469 failed to report. Jccordingly, the Soarchmastor hitehorse vías instructed to search this area to saturation as soon as possible. 

3. It vas decided to name the search for the missing 054 Mike" e'fter the name of the circraft captain, in order to simplify communications. ll concerned 'oro notified. 
4. L conference ::s held in the LM at ffJC HQ betoon the Chief Staff Officer, Senior '.ir Staff Officer, MITS Liaison Officer, Senior Lir Operations Officer, ¿ssistant Deputy Manoeuvre Commander (Air) for Exercise Sv'oot Briar and the Command Flying Control and S!R Officer. This conference as held to discuss the organization setup regarding Oporrtion Mike . Since the search as assuming greater proportions hourly, and since xcrciso Svzoot Briar might be affected, it vas decided sorno form ei overall control vías necessary. The following decisions vore made:- 

(a) /C Costello v/as Senior ROLF Officer in the search area from Ft Nelson to Yukon - Llaska boundary and as such had operational control of all I?.CI ros- ourcos and facilities in that area. ì/c Costello was charod ith the overall supervision and co- ordination of Operation Mike in the area from Ft Nelson to Yukon - ¿alaska boundary. He was to for1crd timely information to N''LC HQ as to his requirorients over and above the resources in the area at the timo . Ls Lssistant Doputy Mane ouvre Commander (Lir) for Exorcise Siieet Briar, he v;as to doteraino the allocation of priorities of ir Force operations betveen Operation Mike and Exercise S:eet Briar reporting to NVLC HQ any decisions ho made concerning operational priorities. 
( b) Search procedure for F2469 was to be in accordance with the "Joint Standing Operating Procedure for s; along the Ilcan Route" dated 10 May 48. 
(c) Major S:ith Flight C 4th RS USLF to be Searchnaster for the Canadian area of ilcan Route between the 49th parallel and a NE-S1 line through RC1F Station Ft Nelson. 

( d) Overall coor.inatjon between the northern and south- em sectors of the search area to be exercised by N:IC HQ Edmonton. 
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(e) The oc stcff 'yts increased by the addition of 2 
RCiF officers and i U3JF Senior NCO and placed urx1.or 
the orsonal .ircction of the NC $onior Officer Jir Oporctions. 

5. LTG HQ advised that 6 047's departed Rockcliffe at 
1200Z to participate in Oeration Wilke. These aircraft iore allotted to Searchmaster hitohorse. 

6 Six CJTC 047's en route to Vhitehorse for Excrcise 
Sweet Briar viere briefed to carry out a sviecp of rnbor 2 airvrays from 
Edmonton to Ft Nelson s7ooJiflß on tracks five miles apart and parallel to the airways. 

7. Arrangements oro made for the immediato airlift of 
2000 gallons of aviub to hitehorse to sustain search aircraft. 
8. ROC requested CO Bigas LFB El Paso to pass a brief history on captain of L.F2L69 ith emphasis on flying career, knovi ledge of route and any other portinont data such as character person- 'lity etc. This information ;as treated as confidential. The 
information was received at l900Z and passed to Scarchmcster white- horse for deducing purposes. 

9. ROC received a roquost from TO HQ for pertinent information regarding r.dssin LF2469 as an Ontario Forestry agent had reported a four engined aircraft crashed in flamas at 4715N 
3l5V at 0400Z 28 Jan. 4dvised TO that this report could not have any possible connection with LF2469 because of the time element involved. This report of a crash was later proved to be false. 
oather 

lo. Snag Qroa: Good search ecther. 
Jishihik to Teslin: :eather poor with continuous 

snow at 'Thitehorse. Snowfall at Uhitehorse was 1.2 inches. Surface temperatures well above zero in this area, with overnight lows at Thitehorse and Aishihik 16 above. 
Vatson Lake area: OVU and cold, Overnight low 

25 bolow. 
Fort Nelson to Groat Falls: Except for the small portion of the route bet\ïeen hitecourt and Grande Prairie, snow as general ovor the arca, 'aith poor visibilities and low ceilings. 

Northern Sector Operations 

11. Tonty six aircraft searched in the northern sector dovering an area of 10,710 square nues. There were 26 aircraft available at Thitehorse and 9 at Ft Nelson. AU but 4 of the sixteen 047' s baaod at h.tohorse returned to base duo to adverse weather conditions but only after a very tenacious attempt as 
made to cover their allottod areas. These aircraft covered 3 areas north of Thitchorse and 1 southeast of Snag. Ft Nelson aircraft covered 23 areas along the airv:ays betoen watson Lake and Ft Nelson. 
12. hitehorse advises that search aircraft are being hampered by low cloud ciii that few mountain tops could be searched. Also that a report had boon received from Carcross of a loud ox- plosion heard on night F2469 vient missing. A close check of the 
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time element indicated the reported explosion hd been heard vithin three minutes of the T of JF2469 should it have flovrn over Carcross. Vhitehorse reported thct the report vas being investigated but that 1ov cloud made searching of riountains impossible. Thitehorse estimated they could hand].o 14 moro aircraft if present temperatures dici not drop. Ldvised hitehorse that ¿e/O Costello presently on route vith overall authority end that ho would decide on further aircraft utilizat ion. 

Southern Sector ODerations 

13. Eight aircraft operating out of Great Falls completed a parallel track search of an area 40 mlles on both sides of imbor 2 airay from Great Falls to Ft Nelson covering 79,120 square miles and returned to Great Falls vith negative results. 
14. Six CJLTC C47ts .- route to Vhitehorse carried out a parallel track swe3p of mb)r 2 from Edmonton to Ft Nelson using a height of 2000 ft and a visibility distance of 2- miles covering 16,080 square miles with negative results. 
15. Six SC 1329's v.ere flown from i.osviell LFD to Great Falls to participate in search. Searchmctster Great Falls decided to use the 1329's to search the moderately level terrain along Jmber 2 concent- rating in the Ft Nelson area and to uso IRS and MISTS aircraft in the mountains to the viest of .mbor 2 because of the greater maneouver- ability of the smaller aircraft. t 1900Z Searchmastor Great Falls made arrangements with SC H( for 15 more B29's to assist in search. 
16. RCC advised Groat Falls that at presot no SLC air craft were required for searching out of hitehorse as more aircraft than the base could handle vere available from Ílaska and points in Canada. 
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29 January 

General Resume 

1. Passed instructions to Searchmasters in Great Falls 
and 7hitehorse regarding type and quantity of daily progress reports required by this HQ. It vcs stressed that these reports were absolutely essential for offiaient coordination especially in a search the size of Operation Mike. (See Findings and Roonimendations). 

2. Six TC C4?'s arrived Edmonton 0430Z to participate in Operation Mike. These aircraft departod for Whitehorse at 2000Z doing a route search along Lxnbcr 2 airways between Edmonton and Vhitehorse, Advised Soarchiiasber hitohorse and asked how many more aircraft were desired, He stated that he would advise us later and that 3 Lancasters, 10 Vampires and 5 F51's for Sweet Briar were to continue on to Whitehorse on arrival at Edmonton. 

30 Searchinastcr hitohorse requested extracts from the rudio lods of Ft Nolso, atso:i L'!co, Ft St John, Nor:::Qn olls, Saw- rill Day, iittigazuit, Cambridge Bay, Northsvay, Fairbanks and Big Deltas covering period 262309Z to 27OlO9Z with particular reference to contact made with LF2469. None of these stations had any contact vith I.F2469, during that period. 

4. Repeated to all concerned, the instructions regarding air to ground frequencies to be used by search aircraft and transient aircraft. 

5, Received information from McChord ¿J'B that AF2469 definitely had red wing and tail markings. Passed to all concerned. 
6, Passed a resume of search action to date to IIFHQ CJS Washington, MATS HQ, SLC HQ, Chief of Staff 1ßJF ad Elmendorf AFB. 

Ucathor 

7. Snag to Watson Lake: Good weather in the morning, but snow at Vhìtehorse terminal in the afternoon restricted visihil- ity at that station. Vthitehorse snowfall 0.4 inches. Surface temperatures in the area above zero, in the 15 to 25 degree range. 
Watson Lake to Beatton River: Snow all day with low ceilings and visibilities. 
Beatton River to Great Falls: Good weather over this portion of the route, except for snowflurries beta'een Edmonton and Calgary during the afternoon. 

Northern Sector 

. Twenty two aircraft searched in the northern sector covering 58,310 square miles arid logging 224 hours 32 minutes. This was the best day's search to date covering an area sixty miles on each side of the airiays from Snag to 50 miles east of Teslin (13000W) with the exception of three areas north of Teslin that nere mostly covered with cloud, The area around Carcross where persons had claimed to hear an explosion was thoroughly searhed. Seventeen areas in the Ft Nelson to Vatson Lake area were corn- pletely covered except for a few that were partially covered with cloud. Jill results were nil. 
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9. AssistalTt 3e3rcbrnater Vihitehorse requested 10th 
Rescue Elmendorf IFB to carry out an immediate daylight search of 
an area bounded, 

(a) On the south by latitudG 6200N 
(b) On the cast by the south leg of the Snag range. 
(c) On thc north by mber 2 airway and green 8 to 

Gulkana range, 
(d) On the zest by the south leg of Gulkana range 

to 62 ogrees, 

Examination of the flight of ¿Y2469 from Elmendorf to Snag, consider- 
ing the upper vinds, existing vieather and the five perfect ETAs betwon Elniendorf and Snag indicated that AF2469 did not follow 
airv!ays or fly at the altitude filed. Some pilots believe in short cuts and flight plan otherwise. 10th Rescue at Elmendorf layed on 
5 aircraft for takeoff daybreak 30 Jan to search the above area. 
Southern Sector 

10, Nineteen aircraft v;ere available for search but only six could be made serviceable due to maintenance difficulties from operating in the extreme cold weather (300 F). These six aircraft, 
:3 1329s and 3 C54's covered 16 areas between Ft Nelson and Edmonton totalling, 26,460 square miles and logging 54 hours 15 mins. All 
search met with negative results. 
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30 January 

General Resumo 

1. Sent out NYIAL on all circuits (service and civilian) 
in western Canada and Alaska advising that the North west Staging 
Route wa closed to all civil itinerant traffic for the duration 
of Operation Mike. 

2. Received a report from Muncho Lake at 0330Z that on 
the night of 26 Jan a truck driver while driving from 1atson Lake, 
nd while just south of Lover Post, had sighted a light in the sky 

that was flashing while then red. The time of sighting was at 
approximately 270330Z. Ls RCF C47 VC664 was investigating this 
area at the time of this sighting and as VC664 had red and white 
flashing navigation lights, it is presumed that the observer had 
sighted the searching aircraft. The report was not investigated as 
this area had been thoroughly covered by numerous aircraft. 

:3. Made arrangomonts with Canadian Pacific L.irlines to 
have their radio beacons &t Fort Vermillion Alberta and Peace River 
Town, Llberta to operate from l hour bofore sunrise until one hour 
after sunset. ¿dvised Greet Flls of these additional aids to 
navigation. 

4. Jdvised Searchmastor hitehorse that three photographic 
Lancasters vyould be arriving at hitehorse this PM to participate in 
Sweet Briar. Suggested that he make full use of those aircraft to 
carry out special photography in extroraoly rugged areas where visual 
searching was difficult. 

weather 

5. Snag to Fort Nelson: Good weather all day. Surface 
temperatures colder with an ovornight low of 29 below at Vatson Lake 
and 7 below at Vhitehorse. 

Fort Nelson to Great Falls: Good weather north of 
Edmonton in the morning but unsuitable for search in the afternoon 
due to snow. In the section between Great Falls and Lethbridgo 
ice crystals and light snow cut visibility to 8 miles or less during 
the day. From Lethbridge to Edmonton conditions were good all day. 

Northern Sector 

6. Forty three aircraft (19 ROLF and 24 USL.F) searched 
86,870 square miles and logged 287 hours 25 minutes. This was the 
greatest number of aircraft to be employed on Operation Mike in one 
day. ¿reas searched along Lmber 2 airways on 29 Jan were covered 
again this day and in addition, seventeen new areas north of white- 
hirse and Lishihik and seven new areas south of Aishihik and Teslin 
were covered for the first time. Eleven very small localities 
( each one approximately 50 square miles) in the above mentioned 
areas could not be covered due to low cloud. Fourteen areas along 
the airways north and south of watson Lake and Smith River and 
two areas south of Teslin were searched by aircraft operating out 
of Ft Nelson. All searching save negative results. 

7. The Searchmaster Jhitehorsc requested 2 1329's to do 
searches in the 'rangell and St Elias mountain ranges that were too 
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high for any aircraft based at Thitehorse. frranernents were made 
with Groat Falls for tv; 3L0 L)29' s to carry out this riisalon on 
31 Jan as the forecastod weather promised to be satisfactory. 

8. hitehorse aircraft carried out the following night 
searches : - 

(a) One 047 using a visibility distance of 5 miles 
svept along tracks to the north of airways between 
Snag and ;hitehorse out to a distance of 40 miles. 

(b) Two C47ts using a visibility distance of 5 miles 
swept the area south of the airways from Snag to 
Teslin out to a distance of 30 milos. 

( c) One C47 searched two areas immediately northeast 
of hitohorse. 

¿ll searching gave no results. 

Southern Sector 

9. Twelve aircraft searched 33,480 square miles (nautical) 
logging 98 hours 10 minutes and covering areas southeast of Nelson 
and along the eastern slopes of the Rockies. Lll results negative. 

lo. Searchmastor Great Falls reported that maintenance 
crews were still experiencing great difficulty in servicing aircraft 
because of cold weather (_300P). From 5 to 10 aircraft aborted 
missions daily due to rnaintonnce. Some aircraft such as the SfilO 
(Canso) although winterized did not prove satisfactory for cold 
weather operation. 

11. Searchmaster Groat Falls held a conference between all 
concerned to coordinate all facilities and activities at Great Falls 
JFB in support of Operation Mike, The results proved very satisfactory. 

12. Searchmaster Great Falls was given an S-1 supply 
priority by the TRAF MC for the support of search aircraft. 
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31 Jtnuary 

General Resume 

1. Received a report through OC Grand Prairie Detachment 
and the ROMP that green flares had been sighted on a line NW of 
Grouard Alberta (west end of Lessor Slave Lake) on the previous night. .lthouh this roort vias not complete as to times and dis- tances, the information s passed to a B29 searching in the area at the time. The B29 crev; advised that a very döse aerial invest- igation of this report disclosed nothing. 

2. advised Searchznaster Great Falls that this HQ was presently considering the feasibility of basing some of the Great Falls search aircraft at bases in Jlaska to assist Vhitehorse based aircraft in their tremendous task of adequately covering the vast 
and mountainous probability areas. Whitehorse advises they can use limited numbers of Great Fdl aircraft based at Ladd or Big Delta. advised Great Falls that they would be advised as soon as possible if it was decided to base more aircraft in Alaska. 

3. Whitehorse dvises that the aerodrome is completely filled with Sweet Briar and search aircraft with the exception of 
one runway. There is no par1dn space available. 

4. .ht 0240Z Edmonton 4TO advised the RCC that C4'7 JJ1015, a search aircraft, was overdue at hitehorse. Preliminary search action had been instigated by hitehorse regarding JF1Ol5 with preparations being made to search the area allotted to AF1Ol5. At 0450Z two truck drivers arrived at 7hitehorse search headquarters with Capt Harden the pilot of LF1015. Harden had been picked up on the highway 25 miles south of hitehorse. Harden stated that there were no fatalities amorist his crew although some viere injured. He 
had crashed on a mountain when caught in a down draft. Aircraft and ground rescue parties ere immodiately despatched to the scene of the craah and although uiarden had given an accurate position the nature of the terrain as such that the search aircraft could not locate the crash imtil the following day (See Appendix F). The survivors were in hospital in hitehorse by noon the following day. It is noteworthy that althouíh the crew of AF1O15 operated the emergency transmitter continuously no signals were received by any one of the numerous radio stations monitoring 500 and 8280 kcs. 
5. hitehorse requested that all press releases for the northern sector of Opertion Mike be made from the PIO and PRO at hitehorse. This HQ concurred and notified all concerned. 
6. ROC arranged for refuelling and briefing at ihitehorse of the two B29 aircraft detailed for searching the Irangell and St Elias ranges. 

7. At 1730Z Scarohmaster hitehorse and Search Coordinator Edmonton discussed by telephone all the latest information and theories regarding ¿F2469. Searchmaster Vhitehorse advised that he had double checked on the vieathcr for PM 26 Jan and it has béen confirmed that the weather vias clear as far south as Snag also that the pilot of V0559 (en route 7hitehorse to Snag at the time AF2469 went missing) reported the winds were as forecasted. This pilot found the winds to be 32 degrees at 45 knots. Searchmaster 1Thite- horse advised that all position reports made by AF2469 were well 
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received by radio rane except the 135t one vhich i:a made to Snag 
and hich as poorly received. Soarchmaster Vhitehorse requested that WO confirm the report from WTS pilot Elliot (southbound three 
hours behind LF2469) regarding his estimated wind of from 200 degrees at 4.5 knots. Gave the Searciuster the RCC's formar theory that the 
pilot of P.F2469 could. have become confused on the turn from Green 8 
onto Jmber 2 airways (over Horthviay). If the winds had shifted 
coniderab1y at this point, it is concivable that the pilot of 
LF2269 could have followed the irong leg of the range and with poor radio reception become lost. The Searchrnaster ivas taking this and other similar possibilities into consideration whon plannii search activity. The Searchniastr stated that after weighing up all informa- tion he believes M'2469 had not gotten farther south than the southern 
edge of the bad weather area (near Teslin). He stated that search aircraft the day before (30 Jan) had reported bright reflections on 
Mt Logan (19,850 ft). If 317's from Alaska did not investigate that 
day the two B29's from Great Falls 'ou1d do so the next day. Search Coordinator requested he Sectrchmaster to ask Col. Strouse of 10th Rescue to contact Major Smith of 4th Rescue at Great Falls and discuss the feasibility of moving S..0 B29's from Great Falls to laskan bases. 
The Searchniaster hitehorse reported he ias having considerable difficulty controlling press releases by some irresponsible newsmen hut that evary effort iou1d be made to handle them diplomatically. 
8. ROC checked into the report by MJTS pilot Elliot and received confirmation from Great Falls that Elliot (who was three hours behind F2469) had experienced a 20 degree drift to the left indicating a viind from 180 to 200 degrees. Another TS pilot, 
Capt Qills reporting over Snag five hours after AF2469 failed to report, experienced a wind from 352 degrees at 45 knots. The con- elusion reached was that the viinds over Snag and Jishihik at the time 
.F2469 failed to report v;ere as forecasted. 

9. Col Strouse advised the CO of 10th Rescue that if no results were obtained by sunset 31 Jan that the preliminary all out effort would be completed for the northern sector where survivors could b expected. He surggosted setting up a maintenance control 
system on a rotation basis as numerous aircraft were nearing a major inspection or were already overdue. 

10. The Edmonton HQ of the ROMP passed a report that four persons had seen green flares at various times on 30 Jan in an area North west of Grouard toard the Harmond. Valley (Vest of Lesser Slave Lake) s The exact location of these flares s unknown. The 
RCMr advised that they a'ot'ld carry out an investigation into the matter. Ln RCJ 045 from Edmonton was despatched to search the area and returned to base :?ith nil results. The pilot reported that there 
were sorne sattlers in the area. 

11. Numerous raports in the form of letters and telephone 
calls were being receivc. from ail over the North est. Most of them could be disqualified on receipt as the timo element involved did not a1lo: them to have any connection with F2469. Many reportsre received from highly imaginativo sources such as fortune tellers and dreamers. All reports received that contained any sensible and feasible information T;ere logged and investigated with nil results. The job of screening and investigating reports was considerable. 
12. Since all the major news agencies in North merica were represented at iThitehorso, it was decided that no more news releases would be made from this HQ but through the PRO and PIO at i. 
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Ve ather 

13. Snag to Fort Nelson: Suitable scarch weather all day. 
Surface temperatures in the area ranged from 10 below overnight to 
lo above during the afternoon. 

Fort Nelson to Great Falls: Poor weather, visibility 
restricted by continuous snov over most of the area. 

Northern Sector 

14. Twenty seven C47's, one L-5 and one 064 searched 17 areas in the Snag - Aishihik regions, 27 areas north and north east of 
ihitehorse and 16 are5s south of hitehorse and Teslin. Three Bl7's, 
one 047, one 045 and one C64, searched six areas in the watson Lake 
Smith River region. The above aircraft covered 59,400 square miles 
and logged 243 hours and 50 ìainutes with nil results. 

15. Two 047's carried out a night search of Amber 2 airways 
between hitehorse and Ja.hhjk out to a distance of 45 miles on 
both sides using a visiility distance of 15 miles and logging 
7 hours and 5 minutes. 

Southern Sector 

16. Four B29's, one Sà16, two C471s, and three S3l7's searched 
forty areas along and to the east of Amber 2 airvays from the 49th 
parallel to Edmonton covering 42,660 square miles and logging 73:55. 
Jll searching met with neative results. Low ceilings, high winds 
and turbulGnce hampered search activity. 

17. Two B29's departed Great Falls at 1300Z to carry out 
special search missions in from Thitehorse. One B29 completed a 
search of the St Elias and lrangell mountains covering 16 areas 
totalling 14,400 square miles and logging 16 hours and 40 minutes. 
The other B29 remained at Jhitehorse to carry out its search mission 
the following day (i Feb 50). 
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February i 

Çrene1 Reurne 

i. It 1tas coasiered that the Lrnber 2 airways area had 
been fairly adequately eove', hoever, it as felt that the area 
off the airvayS, con.ìc1eri: the range capabilities of fF2469, 
were not. Search acivitie3 in the northern sector would settle 
down to e broad area cove. It as planned to have SJ B291s 
do a i"ide visibility a..T. i'.io s?ieep of an area not previously 
covered to the Northe.st of -iber 2 from Edmonton to Fairbanks. 
( See para 7 beio'ï'). It s considered that the rescue phase of 
Operation Mike vas cjuicy .ssifl and v'ottU soon become 
one of search . It the opinion of most scarch 
personnel that íF2469 crashed in the mountains of southern 
Yukon and that it 7a 4rely possible that no trace of the air 
craft iould be found y air search due to ti!e exceptionally rugged 
terrain, snow slides ¿III 'leavy snovifall since the aircraft dis- 
appeared 

2. The obsorver re?orts from persons in the Carcross area 
have been closely invotitd by light aircraft with no results. 
Hoiever, since AF1O15 is so hard to spot even ith the position 
knov1n, investigation i co.rinuin in the Careross area. 

3, Since every iaj&r nes aency in North Lmerica has a 
representative at hite.oree covorin Exercise Sweet Briar, Operation Mike has received an exceptional amount of publicity. This publicity 
has resulted in ¿roat niznbers of obscrvor reports most of which 
cannot possibly be connectc1 .ith LF2469. 

4. Reports in Distresslt calls bin received by "ham" 
operators, ovornment radio stations ¿md ordinary civilians aro 
increasing in numbr. None of those reports recoivod to dato have 
contained an actual "Sm" or rconizab1c call sign but ore, in 
fact only unintelliibly morse being transmitted on a distross 
frequency. There arc :ìo enough D/F stations in the area to 
successfully fix any one or more transmissions. Nono of the trans- 
missions made to dcto pore oriinatod by an emergency transmitter 
such as was carried in LF2469. 

5. íssistarit 3orcbmastor hitehorse advises that extensive 
arcas in laska have boon eorchod by aircraft of Llaskan iir 
Command and 10th Rescue oporatin out of Jlaskan bases. This HQ has not had reports to date on this activity. The 1ssist&nt 
Scorch master was roquotod to hove HQ of 10th Roscue pass a brief 
rosume of search action cirdy taken in laska and plans for the futuro, 

6. Dog Crook adio iaie (central southorn n.c.) reports receiving three separe reports of a very low flying heavy air- 
craft heard in Boavor Lko area (north of Dog Crook) approximately 0500Z 27 Jan. Investigation indicated Canadian Pacific irlines flights 21 was in this area at approximately that time . Pilot of Flights 21 was contactad for verification. He stated he passed 30 miles west of Beaver Lake oreo at opproximately 0625Z 27 Jan. B . policó investigated a. found the threc separate observers ero reliable citizo.is and firm in their reported informations . It was felt that the pilot of LF2469 may have encountered radio trouble and decided to abandon is f1iht plan in favor of a flight direct from Snag/Mshihik to Gro;t Falls. If this moro the case 22469 
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could easily have b.;on ovor tito Bo.vor Lake aree tt 0500Z 27 Jan. 
12 Gp t'ore ordered to ccíy out a irrov1 visibility search for AF2469 
covering an arca loo :.i10 sQuare, con-bored on ßc'vor Lake. L.ircr-...ft 

to commence search ct n on 2 Jan 50. 

7. Searchmastor Gc.t Fa1l was roquestod to uso SC 1329 aircrft to conduct soo- in the iopos that sinals from tho 
missing aircrafts cìn3rgoncy transmittor may be hcard or visual 
sin31s sighted oven at t.is l.tc c1to. Thc B29' s icro to soop 
an roa using par&llol tïc methods oast of a str.ight lino bctiocn 
Edmonton and Fairbanks. Tho aircrL'ft to fly parallel trasics parallel to this line and 20 milos apert maintaining visual vitclì (weather pormittin) and a 1istouinr v!atch on 500 and 8280 lzcs. íircraft 
wore to maintain such a hoiht as to onaure sufficient clearance 
above the highest ground as this f1iht vould take the B29 ovar 
unmappcd mountainous country rising to 13,000 foot. many tracks to be flown as aircrcft capabilities allow. L second s'ioop identical to and to the east oî this first 7T5 requested for the follow 
ing days operations. It anticipated that 'ihen those tvio sweeps 
1cro completed that ho )329s 1:'ould be released from search duties. 

Soarchmastcr Groat Falls s Livon communications fci1itias avail- bie in the proposed sroop 

other 

8. ihitetoran r.ri Good all day ith ccilings above 22,000 font and visibilitios 30 miloa no'í òe:.n iii the late ovning .nd visibility 
v;as reduced to one milo. 

Fort Nelson arce: Poor 1Jother, with overccst at 2000 to feet and visibility down to 2 to 8 milos in sno. 

Edmonton to Groat FaUr: Excellent ceilings and visibilitics. 
Northor Sector Qperations 

9. Twenty three 047's and tvio B17's sorched 26 aracs on both sidos of Lmber 2 airys bet'oen hitehorso and Northvay, 9 arcas north cast of 'hitchore and 11 arces in the Watson Lake 
Smith River district. Or L5, one U7 ai. one 1C126 soarhed 3 creas immediately soixth of 1iitehorse in the Ct'.rcross district. Three C47's, two C54Ts, one 1317, and one C64 searched 13 areas in the Smith River to Nolon di$trict. Those thirty five aircraft covered 55,800 square miles and logged 221 hours and 50 minutes «ith nil results, 

lo. Unserviccabjli-'cies aro still a major problem ovan though T&F aircraft are using a rotation policy bet\700n search bases in 
Canada and servicing hoses in L.laska and RCLF aircraft &re utilizing servicing bascs in Edmonton and Calgary to carry out periodic 
inépections. The servicing' facilities at V1hitehorso are far from 
adequate to sustain both Wiio .nd Sweet Brirr Qiroraft. 
Southe'n Soctor Opotioii 

11. Ten SJ.0 L29Ts covered 50 croas along airways botcon 
Edmonton nd Ft Nelson totalling 54,000 square miles and logging 
130 hours, Fivo LR3 aizcrt covered 18 areas sc&ttered along the cast sido of ¿rnbor 2 air'ars from Gr3at Falls to edmonton tota1lix 
19,440 square miles a.d login 33 hours and 45 minutos. Ono SLC 
B29 that had arrjvd at .hitehorse on 31 Jan searched 15 areas in 
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tho r-rigo11 :nd St 1ics 1ÌiOULTC±US southiost of 1hitohorso . This 
ircrft covorod 13,500 c';.-:'o :i1os nd carriod out r. vory close 

so.rch of Mt Logn (19,850 ft) login' 17 hours nd 40 minutos. 
ll sorching mot vith :.leCotivo results. 
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February 2 

Gcncra], Rosumct 

1. Tho so:rc. in i1O northern sector is boing oxtcrìdod 
furthcr north whilo t;ie roorts rcccivcd from the interior of B.C. 
opens up nor scrch icc-.s iì that vicUity. 
2. A C54 so.rcì.i in Smith livor rroc picked up o:k 
but c1or signa1s on 500 Ics ct 0150Z as follovis,quote "VF VRF 
VDKL BYLB QTGt uruotc. This sign1 ws tracod cnd found to be 
a shore station attempting to conttct two ships at sea. It is 
normal for coastal stctions oi ships to make rcdio contact with a desired st.tion or sìii: usinF 500 Kes at times other than during the silent periods from 1 o 18 and 45 to 48 minutes after the hour. !11 such roports are being carofully analysed before too 
much importance is placed. on thorn. 

3 . Arrangements ine for tho ten B29' s detailed for svoep search to be refuelled at Eielson LFD or Lcdd JFB ¿.1aska. Search-' master Groat Falls ac1.7.ses t1r.t .tho B29s are proposing takeoff Groat Falls at 2200Z 2 ?cb a ould carry out a radio swecp only, should the eathor ho other than Wit. 

4, Numerous c')orts from stations throughout the North West stato that eak uiüntelTiiblo signals cro boina hoard on 500 I. These signals icro too ea: to be Dfttd or homed on by aircraft. However, searching aircr.ft were monitoring 500 Kes in an attempt to pick up a stronger signal and track down its origin. If those signals ore being oriinatod by LF2469 it scorns strange that they vore not picked up o.rlior. 
5. Smoke signals :;orc reported from numerous localitios in the Yukon and Northern 3.O. Each report v'cs investigated by a special mission and all ap;Dcared to be loose snow being blown off the tops of mountains and ridges. L.0 results :ero negativo. 
oather 

6. Vhitehorse area: Overcast ith intermittent snov. Visibility variable from 3 miles to 30 milos. 

Fort Nelson aroa Suitable for search ir the morning. In the northern section of the area snow cut the visibility to 
4 milos in the late afternoon. The southorn section remained good all day. 

Edmonton to Groat Falls: Cloi'r, CAVU. 

Northern Sector OîeraJions 

7. Six C471s carried out visual and radio sWieeps on all legs of the Watson Lake radio range, east and viost lgs of the Smith River radio rano and in the Whitohorse area flying a total of 30 hours 25 mins. Four C4'7Ts, ono B17 and one C4 carried out 
lo;:1 contour searches of tìo river valleys and canyon. in the Szith Rjvor to Nelson arca flying a total of 38 hours 50 mans. All searching gave nil rcau.lts, 
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thorn Sector Opoapj 

8. Throc B17', ono SL16 and orto C47 soarched 6 aroas in 
thc vicinity of Edmonton and 10 aros in the mountains viost of 
Lothbridgo and Groat F211 covorinr 17,280 squcro miles and 1oging 
30 hours and 20 mins. LU rosult$ nogativc. 

9. The B29 sweep veas po$tponcd until 1130Z 3 Feb to allow 
for bettep weather £oiocc3d for 3 Feb. The ton B29' s 'cre to 
carry out a parallol s:oo: ocat of a line from Ft Nelson to Fair» 
banks flying tracks 20 milos apart, land at Elncndorf JFB Ìnchoro 
Alaska and return to Groat Falle on 4 Fob carrying out an idontical 
sv100p on route. .rra%emonts ioro id for block airways clearances 
to Ft Nelson and accommodation for 97 personnel and 50,000 gallons 
of 100/130 octane at EThondorf. 

Vancouver Sector Oporc.tioiis 

lo. Four O.àlOts (Gansos) and one Lancaster did a contour 
search of 3,960 square milos centered in the Beaver Lko area 
using to i milo visibility and flying a total of 30 hours and 55 
rrlins. Results 1orc u.u. Further invjtiation into the sightor 
report from this arec indicated that the observers viere still 
firm in their minds as to their roport. One obsrvor stated an 
oircrft had passed over 1ui house, shook same aid vies heard very 
prominently above the noise of his light plant an radio, BC 

police report this man very honest and :t u.jet t. hI1ucinations 
12 Gp to continua searching. 
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i6 LNDj.X It3ft 

1. Ja.irraft trc:ih ct iitchorse and Ft Nolson on Miko 
is ti2 23 C47, 4 B17, c.:..d 2 C54, RC.'2 14 C47 cnd 2 C64 totalling 
45 aircraft, 

2. It as coiic.00d that tho pos$ibility of finding 
'survivors fröm LF2469 dud not ju&bify continuing tiic sotrch on the 
roscnt scalo. It ?a3 í'ocomnnìcndcd t.aat the total number of cir' 

craft employed on Mic in ìc :iorthcrn cctor be roducod to tLF 
G C47, 5 Bl?, and i ROLF 8 047 totalling 20 aircraft. Mai. 
G-)nor31 Dunlap, JD NLC concurred. Lu aircraft on orch oxcopt 
the 20 rocorrìmcn&d to Toraci:ì 10ru ro1asod nd returned to horno 
i)23O. 

3 L report \.S icoivod from Crescent Valley radio (Southern 
;3 C . ) that a sorioc of three uOkC si«nals vero soon by a forestry 
official ori 2 Feb in. he vicinity of Elko Montana, B.C. Police 
c!ìrtorod a local aircraft invoetictcd on 3 Fob with nil results. 
4 . Six 9s :aot ongg3d in the sicop from Ft Nolson to 

- irbanks v'ero released from rch duties cnd returned to their 
hOC bscs in Nei Mexico. 

_; Vihitohorsc crca Continuous snow all day with visibil 
:ìty 3 to 10 miles. 

Fort Nelson arca: Suitable for soarch at low levels 
ì cloud beso over tho a'oa ranged froni 7000 to 9000 foot. Viibil 

:i;y under th cloud ws good. 

Bdmoriton to Grot Faust Good soarch 'cioathor, cxcopt îr strong winds in the regions south of Calgary which gava hlo;ing 
')flOJ! conditions In th Icthbridgc to Cowicy rogion the surface visibility was only 1/8 to 1/4 of e. milo all day due to this b1oing snow, 

Northern Scetor Oioz'jbions 

6 Twolvo C47!s covorod 12 arocts north of Snag and -ichihik totalling lO,3OO sqtwre miles and logging 82 hours and 
30 minutos, One LC126 soai'chod one area west of Vhitehorso totalling 900 squarc milos and logging 3 hours ¿ircraft based at Ft. Nelson 
c rriod out no searching this day duo to adv3rso weather. Ft. Nlson prcpared to move all sccrch aircraft and poronnül to 
ï1itohorsc, 

Sector Olerations 

7, Seven RS aircraft searched 14 areas in tho mountains 
3t of Calgary and Lothbridgo tnd an arDa at 4853N 1224W from 

hcro a sightor report had boon rccoivd. 15,120 square miles 
V V 

re covorod and 40 hours 35 minutos logged. Nil rosults. 
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8. - Thc ton D29 coL11otJd tiicir s'ioop from Ft. Nclson 
to F3irbanks as dotd1ct covcrin' 15,6OO squaro miles vith '. 

ido visibility distanco of 10 milos from 20,000 foot arid 1og,d 
103 hours 40 minutos. ¿11 rusu1t ii1. 

Vancouvoi' Lroa Operctioiis 

9. Thrco Gci.sos (wao) t C471s and ono Lancstor did 
a contour search of 4,320 squro ni10 in tho Bcc.v3r Lako croa 
using a visibility distrnco of - to i nilo and 500 to 1000 foot 
3ltitudo, Those aircft 1o;od 42 IÌOU.t'S ctnd 35 uinutos :ith 
nil rosults, 
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Fobrucry 4 

Goziorci Resuio 

I 

1. Up until this dtto, zid it is folt rightly so tho 
so&rch has boon conontr:tccl in tho iicin ori finding the actual ircrcft or its vircckac s a rciu1t tc; most probabic arcas 
that is ¿rabor two air:ay vicinity,. had been cll searched 
considering the torrain and Tthcr.. It ias flOi folt that a certain percentage of aircraft should b divortod from this 
intenso close contrct type of search to typo hich '.iould covai' 
much iidcr aroc usina' a rcat3r hciht and visibility distance. It 'as felt that thora as oven yet a chanco that out el' the 4 

people aboard ¿F2469 a very iow may hava survivod vho could racko 
smoke and other visual or radio signals. It this as so, thon 
soarchors thould be looking and 1istcninr for thûso signaLs 
primarily and for the aircrcít itself sacod1y. 

2. Takin3 the aboya 'actors into consideration Scarch- 
rncstor Whitohorse .s roquostod to search the following arcas 
usi%r ido visibility dis.:cs î:ith a corresponding height. 

(a) Fron 5î' l:!:1Ï along the 65th parallel to the 
McKenzie Rivcjr tiiflC south along the MciCcnzic 
to Ft iipson thenco southvcst to Ft Nelson. 

(b) From J.iohorso south on blue 38 to nnotto Island 
thence cast to Princo G3orgo via Smithors thence 
north on bluo 83 to Ft St John thence northwast 
on Libcr 2 to Ft Nelson. 

:3. Taking t;.1%.; factors stated in pira one into coasidora' 
tion, 12 Gp viera roquosod o carry out iido visibility oeps having duo regard for aicrcft capabilities and safety ini. the follov:ing arca. An aia bounded on the south and cast b the Canajan Natioiicl RaiL:ays trtuascontinontal lino running up tuo Frasr and Thompson River vcticys to Tote Jaune thonco viostard 
along thc CNR lino to Prince Goorge thonco to Lnnotto Island via Sniithors. 

4. Taking tuo factors raentionod in para one into considera- 
tian Scarchmastor Groat Falls :7as roquostod to carry out similar 
sc:ps of an arca to b.c iost of the presently covered arcas and 
to the ast of a lino for.od by tho Canadian National Railway linos 
to Frinco George thence :iorth oastviard on Blua 83 to Ft St John. 

5. Rcqucst3cI 3::castor Gre a t !'a1s to give more ad closor covcr3 to the Forì aLíio area, as rports of srnok 
signals scrì rcoit1y «.c1 aizcraft oi:ìg hoaa' on 26 Jon oro still coming in to :tcc1 

6 R37j3. cd r.orts of si:als bcing pick3d 
up on. 500 kc3 and 2O :cs, o:a o:' hcso sina1s o:c actual ,sosts but did not inc1:'..c a:ÇJ inb11ince. Thso si'nals 

pickod up by ce..s ai :: staio.is, shippiag, :?adio rario stations and airborne Nui.iorous barins :oro obtained but J1:ri ïote C :xot co:-.vrG'o or ovo: iva a probbi1ity ar3a. T:.. :ici1y i: corrc1a;ig t.:t ports of dirss ccll th co1. .a: . a co2.:aJction ith JF2469 can Ia vigualiz.id 7h3n it : :y .. . 1:. :; oii o: the si.ìaL ':as raced to ship?ing off ac.; of De:aiarìz. 'ktsoì Laorttòries spci1ists e ca. i i:.:. :.. cx.suitd :.::rdi: siais. Thr s.cilits, .':. :... 
: :.:': ;:i:;:' ::ol o: si;. di1c-s ¿ d irnios ' c o lo o ;ost robabl9 aroQ..:T:o::. J ......... :.:.s could : .... :r ori,inatc1, 
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Conditions 'ro suc.1 . 31fl1 could hr origint3d 
3lrnost anyT1horo in .. 

7 
hitcthorso aroa$ oICc t 3000 to 5000 foot, visibility 2 to 10 mIlos in cotiuot - 

Fort Nolsori aroa* V±ib11itio noraliy loss thii 3 rii1s du continuous mow. 

Edmonton to groat FcIls: L1oi. th nountjns !ost of Edaonton, visibility s dovm o J.. o 2 niLs in sno1. Els:horo in 
ti-io ari athor ct 

McKonzio Valloy: Sctto23d cloud rportd froci tho stations 
lon tho Rivor, . s-:.'on; str1y ciicultion gava oxtonsivo 

10 cloud dong tho ot sido of the MCK3flzi Mountains, on the path of the B-29 

Northorn Sector Ooratjo:is 

8 Four C47's 'chd four croas north oat of Aishi1ik ¿nd to in the rioi1 o: S;:,' totc.11ing 5,400 square nil-s and log4ng 24 hours c 40 Liinutos. On B17 svïot along four 
tracks rumiin north out o: Lishil2ik for a distanco of 150 rils and loggod 5 ¿ ii1Ut38, Scrch circrft brsod t Ft. N3lson r3 ìovd to 

Southern_Sector 

9 Ono B17 carried out o. voather fli1it for 4 hours and 40 minutos, to baso cs aathr throughout the :.itiro southern s3cto s stìs2cctory for se3rchin. Fivo B29s crriod out a rcdio soep fror ELnondorf to groat Falls logging 52 hours 50 :iu-;;es. Lll -seai'chin met ?1ti1 negativo results, 

B.0 ,,..octor OiDoUps_ 
lo No sorch du. to ¿dverso zoathor, 
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Fobrucry 5 

General Resumo: 

1. Reports of clistross signel$ being rceivod by 
every timo of radio station ii the NV portion of the continent 
co still arriving t tc Rocuo Contres Nono of those reports 
contain eny useful in$o:'ation c.nd the boarins vihon plotted still do not give any conc3nstrtion. iai soerch personnel 
viorc advised to continu0 to dotorninc the validity of each ro- 
port reco ived. 

2. .Roeoivd ropert fron Bainbridge D/F and San Diego 
D/F that ttMaydaytt and "SOS" '::as heard on 8280 kcs strongth 4. 
On plotting the boarins tckn on this signal and on plotting 
buarins tekètLprviously by Elm3nJ.orf the RCC obtained a thin 
cone ntrotion of bú :riflS in th laska panhandle aroa south 
of Juneau. 10th Rouc Lndorf vicru requested to dospatch 
aircraft viithout delay to conduct a radio and visual search of 
this oree. The search rsults vIere nil. 
3. Roquostcc Soai'clrnastor Groat Falle to utilizo any 
specialized airborno D/F uquipmont that could be nade available 
in an effort to obtain cross bearings and fixes on any probable distress transmissions frorì S2469. Suggested that aircraft 
equipped with this specialized D/F carry out sweeps over the 
coast and interior of British Columbia as far as 60 degrees 
north. 

4. Rocoivd three spratc reports from the Sheep Crook 
B.C. ara (490815 1171530:) to the effect that an explosion vas h.rd on the evening LF2469 vías missing. BC Police invostigat- 
od and verified reports. 12 Gp wore advised to do an aerial 
search of this arec as soon as tioather permitted. 

5 n RCF signals expert viith specialized recoiging 
equipment mounted in a light vehicle vías despatched to the con- tral and southern BC area in an attempt to localize the many 
reports being received from that aoa. Since the roads in this 
area :t that timo of year rc impassable to the heavy specialized 
signals trucks the lihtcr vehicle was nucossary and proved to 
ho inadequate. The raults ioro nil, 
r:0 athor 
6 
rlhitohorso ctrca In thc morning, from ishihik north, the vcathor 
v7as cl3ar, It became overcast with snow in the aft..rnoon, and visibility was roduoced te 5-10 miles. In the arca euth of Lishihik snow fell all day and visibilities rand from 4 to 
10 milos. 

Fort Nelson area: Fort 1'Tolson and Ecatton River viere clear in the morning, vrith sno: beginning in the lato afternoon. The 
other stations in the aa, fron Fort St John south, aeported 
poor cinditions all day, v:ith continuous snoi and rod uced visibility, 
Edmonton to Great Falls: Good all day. Increasing c1ou above 10,000 feet in the late afternoon1 

Southern B0C area: Poor vicathor for visual so!-rch. Th,oro vias 
sorno improvement on the coast in the lato afternoon as Vancouver, 
7hich had a 1000 to 2000 ft coiling during the day wont to un- limited aftor 23300Z. Inland the cloud base was 2000 tó 3000 foot above ground with visibility 1 to 3 milos in snow,, 
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NorthornSoctorQportin 

7 Nino C47's co7cred 8 3roas north of Vrhitohorso and L.ishihik, 4 arcas rost of hitohorso nd south of ¿ishihik and 
2 aroas in tho vicinity of unoau. Tv;o ß17' s and ono Lancaster carried out three rrdio and visual sioops north and west of 
1hitehorso. One LC126 and ono L17 c.ida close contour search cf ono area west of hitchorsc Those aircraft co'orod app roimato1y 36,520 square nibs and logad 80 hotrs :ith nil results. 

Southorn Sector ODorations 

No visual search vías conductod duo to adverso veathor. 
Two BiDs f10 5 hours 50 minutes on as vieathor flight. Two B29's flew a radio swoop from Spokane to Watson Lako and return logging 22 hours, T;:o D291s lievi a radio sweep from 1mendorf to Groat Falls logginrj' 20 hours 20 minutos. ¿.11 searching raot 
7ith negativo results, 

Vancouver So et orOorations 

9 Four aircra2t doaartod Vncouvor to seop tracks over the interior of BC but rturnod to baso due to adverse weather. Flying tino 3 hours 33 minutos, 
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February 6 

Gnerp1 Resume 

. 
APPENDIX "B" 

1. As SAC B29s were all time expired, they were released. 
froni search duties, Searchrnastr Great Falls advised ROC that 
future requests for SC aircraft for participation in Mike should 
be originated by ROC and passed to SAC HQ through NLC MATS/b. 

2. ts Coast Guard Seattbe were asked to work directly 
v'ith Searchniaster Great Falls rxd with 12 Gp HQ Vancouver when 
ssißting in Mike. 

:3. Searchmaster Great Falls was requested to organize a 
radio sweep along the line from Seattle to Ylhitehorse utilizing aircraft fitted with specialized D/'F equipment. This sweep would 
be approximately along the SOS becring of 332 obtained by Bain- 
bridge Radio. He was also requcsted to organize a sweep by two 
of Spokanes B29's, one on each side of a line joining Spokane and 
hitehorse. This sweep ould cover several likely areas in the ifterior and northern portion of B.C. Searchmaster Great Falls 

was advised that the forecast for the southern BC area indicated 
continuing adverse weather for the next few days. He was requested -o concentrate search efforts in the southern BC area once weather 
permitted. 

'Teather 

4. Whitehorse area: Mainly clear or scattered high cloud in the area. Aishihik reported a 3000 ft ceiling until 1930Z, 
and then became clear. Visibilities were generally very good. 

Fort Nelson area: From Tiatson Lake to Edmonton continu- 
OUS SnOW fell and ceilings were down to 2000 to 4000 ft. Some 
improvement occurred in thb Ft St John to Edmonton section in the afternoon, as the low pressure area causing the snow moved eastward out of the area. 

Southern D.C. area: Good on the coast in the morning. 
rorn Princeton east low cloud and snow prevented visual search. In the afternoon the v:oathor on the coast deteriorated and ceilings emained lavi for the balance of the day. In the afternoon from Princeton to Carmi tho cloud base lifted to 4000 feet, but visibil- ities were still restricted in scattered rain showers. 

Edmonton to Gre2.t Falls: Poor search weather. Snow 
arid ice crystals reduced visibility to 2 to 8 miles. 
Northon Sector Operation 

5..) Fourteen C4'7t3 soarched 7 areas along airways south of .'.ishihik and 4 areas in the viciiiLty of Teslin totalling 9,900 square miles and logging '75 hours 30 minutes. One B17 searched Blue 38 airways from 'Iiitehorse to Annette Island, logging 5 hours 15 minutes. One BJ7 carried out a contour search of the Kluane Lake area logging 3 hours. One Lancaster carried out a close contact search of all high peaks in the Snag to Whitehorse area togging 4 hours 20 minutes. LU searching met with nil results. 
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Southern Sector orat 

6, No searching carried out in the southern soctor due to adverse weather. Tvio i329s carried out a radio sweep from 
Elmendorf to Great Falls 1oggin 20 hours and 10 minutes. The results were nil. 
Vancouver Sector Opero 

7. Three Canso (oLlo) aircraft carried out visual and radio sweeps of tracks rurnuing iorth/south over the western portion 
of B.C. One C7 searched in the Salmo/Sheep Creok area using 
l-i- mi visibility distance from 4000 ft. These aircraft covered 
approximately 3,250 squrre railes and logged 25 hours 30 minutes Tith nil results. 
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APPENDIX "B" 

1. Searchmastcr Great Falls advised RCC that the ßCG 
jould conduct the sweep from Seattle to 1Ihitehorse using special- 
ized airborne D/F. The LECG viere vorking directly with 12 Gp 
Vancouver. He advised that Spokane LFB could not conduct the 
proposed sweep to Jhitehorse and suested that NJAC HQ contact 
CONAC for the use of 12 C54's based at McChord. ROC requested 
î'iíTS LO to obtain approval for the use of these 12 054 t carry 
out radio and visual svIeeps. 

2. From 2120Z to 2324Z sixteen radio stations and air- 
borne aircraft from Seattle to Fairbanks and as far east as t Nelson were picking up definite SOS signals and dashes all on 
8280 Kcg, The majority of bearings when plotted, passed through 
southern Yukon Territory. í.fl information was passed to Search- 
master Thitehorse for action. 

3 All stations :ere again requested to enaure that full information regardiug those apparently phantom signals was 
passed to the ROC Edmonton. The information rt urgently needed 
was the type of modulations frequency and the preciso times of 
any fading or build up in signal strength. This information was 
aecessary for Vatson Laboratory specialists to work out the most 
probable area from which the signals were being originated. 
Nortiern Sector Operations 

4. Seven C472s searched four areas in the Snag - Aishihik 
vicinity arid two areas on the south log of the watson Lake range station, logging 58 hours and 5 minutes. Three Lancasters did a close contour search of the area surrounding hitehorse, logging 
lo hours 15 minutes. Three I317's carried out close contour searches along the airways between Jhitehorse and Snag, logging 26 hours and 
5 minutes. Approximately 24,4O square miles were covered and a 
total of 9L. hours 25 minutes viere flown. 

Southern Sector Operations 

5. Five B171s searched 
of Edmonton and Fenhold, Liberta 
and logging 33 hours 50 minutes. 

;Ta.n.ouver Segtor OperL 

five areas in the mountains west 
totalling 5,400 square miles 

6 Nil search due to extremely adverse weather. 

Jeather 

e Thitehorse area: Generally good with high ceilings, visibility 30 miles. Aishihik report snow haze all quadrants along the mountain tops from l93OZ to 2l3OZ, otherwise visibility 
1as good, being 15 to 30 miles. By 2330Z the whole area was clear. Fort Nelson area: Low ceilings up to 3500 feet all day with visibility 3 to 4 miles in snow. 

Edmonton to Great Falls: Clear, CAITtJ. 
Southern B.C. aroa Showers along the coast, particularly in the afternoon, restricted search activities. In the Crescent Valley, Carini and Cranbrook region ceilings ranged from OO feet to 4000 foot and fog, rain and snow reduced visibility. 



. . 
a 

25 APPENDIX tIBI! 

February 8 

General Resume 

1. At 0238Z ROC was advised that a USAF 04? search air-' craft number AF1O37 was overdue at Whitehorse. This aircraft was detailed to search in an area immediately south of Aishihik. The last position report recei\red from MlO37 was 15 miles east of Aishihik at 071830Z. AF1037 had a crew of five and seven scanners making a total of twelve perons aboard. The scanners were from the Canadian PPCLI regiment. The known emergency rations on board was sufficient to last seven man for two days. Three aircraft were immediately dispatched from Vihitehorse to search the area allotted to ÂF1O37. Unsatisfactory scorch weather hampered the search air- craft on their preliminary search. At O82l37Z Capt Holdiman USAF, flying a 047 located AF1037 near the top of a 7000 foot mountain 85 miles WNW of Whitehorse (6100N 13735W). Four weasels were dis- patched from Pon Lake emergency strip to the scene of the crash. A para rescue team composed of 3 RCAF para rescue personnel, 1 USAF medical officer and 1 para rescue Sergeant were dropped at the scene of the crash. The orrain was too rugged and the altitude too high to allow the use of helicopters for evacuation from the scene of the crash. The para rscue team reported there were no fatalities amongst those aboard AF1037 and the three injuries received were, one broken leg, one chest injury, and one shock case. Great difficulty was experienced in returning those aboard AF1O37 to safety. It was not until the 11 Feb that the last person evacuated reached the hospital in Vhitehorse. 

2. It was believed that the large number of distress signals 7 (sae for 
7 Feb) would probably be originated by AF1O37. This belief was later found to be almost a definite fact as the crew of AF1O37 operated their emergency transmitter continually from the time of crash until found. 

3. Watson Laboratory specialists believe that if the signals being received on 500 and 8280 are being originated in any part of Western Canada, the most likely location of the transmitter would be either on the plateau between the Coast Range and the Rockies or in the Continental Trench area. With this in mind. the Searchmaster Great Falls was requested to carry out two fl/F sweeps, one from Seattle to Edmonton direct and return and one o f Spekane up the Continental Trench. He iras advised to cancel our request for a sweep by two B291s on both sides of a line between Spokane and YThitehorse. 

4. Bainbridge Radio (Seattle) was requested to broadcast the following messee on 8280 kcs immediately following the reception of the next good strength distress call. Quote: "This is Seattle radio calling missing airforce 2469 identify yourself and pass time of crash." unquote. This was to be sent on OW and voice alternately for a period of 5 minutes, This transmission did not produce any results. 

5. Searchmastor Groat Falls (Major Smith of Fit C 4th Rescue Squadron) returned to his base at McChord MB Tacoma. The search in the southern section had by this time become routine and primarily confined to systematic searching of areas in the mountains west of Amber 2 airways. It was felt that Major Smith could better co-ordinate D/F procedures on the west coast where most of the D/F stations were located. Captain K.M.McChesney was left in command of the advance base at Great Falls. 
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6. Ten 047's searched 10 areas in the vicinity of Aishihik covering 9,000 square miles ad logging 66 hours 35 minutes. One 
B17 searched 3 areas in the vicinity of Snag covering 2,700 square miles. One B17 carried out svleeps paraflel to airiays bet\een Whitehorse and Snag. The B17s logged 14 hours 5 minutes. 

s outhorn Se ctorQerations 

7. Two Bl'Ps searched 2 areas in the mountains west of 
Edmonton covering 2160 square miles and logging 15 hours 5 minutes. 
One B29 flew one sortie for 10 hours 35 minutes on a radio search from Elmendorf direct to Greet Falls. All searching met with negative results. 

Vancouver Sector Operabions 

8. Two Vampiros carried out four weather flights and radio sweeps (500 Kcs) at, 30,000 feet to the north east of Vancouver. Total flying time 4 hours ¿5 minutes. Two Cancos carried out visual and radio sweeps over the interior of B.C. Two 047's, two Canson and one PVI (Ventura) returned to base due to adverse weather in thair area. Total flying time 14 hours 35 minutes. 

Weather 

9. Whitehorse area Generally CAVIJ with some broken clouds at OOO 

Fort Nelson area: Average ceiling 7000 feet with visibility 8 miles in light snow. 

Southern B.0 area: Very poor for search. Low cloud nd rain forced Vancouver aircraft to return to base, 

Edmonton to Great Falls: Broken cloud above 10000 feet. Visibility excellent. 
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General Resume 
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27 PENDIX 'tEr 

1. By agreement v:ith the OGAAC and the AOC, NVIAC, future 
aerial searching in the northern sector :ill be carried out by 4 
engined aircraft only. T1i decision vas rcachod mainly because 
the areas v?ithin economical range of tin engined aircraft had been 
covered as completely as 'ias possible from the air. The C47s viere 
released to Exercise Sveet Briar. It vias agreed that the following 
aircraft would be used: 

5 Bl7's from LAC (at hitehorse) 
3 054's from JJC (at Whitehorse) 
1 Lancaster from TC (at Vhitehorse) 
3 Lancasters from ATC (to be flown to Whitehorse 

from Rockcljffe) 

2. Received a report from a ham operator in Lead South 
Dakota that at 1700 BT 9 Feb he had picked up a series of SOSt3 
fo1loved by the coordinats 130 V'Iest 60 North then the letters 
NO FO. The signal then faded out. It was received on the mega- 
cycle band. Although the message did not include any call signs 
and may be a hoax, it V!S passed to Searchmaster Vhitehorse for 
investigation. Searchraaster Great Falls was requested to arrange 
a personal interview bet7een the ham operator and some person in 
authority at Lead South Dakota in an attempt to gain further inform- 
ation and check the validity of the message. 

3. One weasel on roscue mission to AF1O37 was within 
10 miles of the crash at 0320Z 9 Feb, Bulldozers had to be used to 
clear a right of way in some areas impassable to the Weasels. Three 
Vleasels thre their tracks and were abandoned, Two more Weasels 
v:ere flown to Pon Lake to replace those unserviceable, The avacuation 
parties were supplied by air drop. 

4. Arrangements viere made to have two portable D/F sets 
complete with operators to be flown from McChord AFB to Edmonton 
by 4th Rescue thence to 1Thitehorse by RCAF 01+7. These sets 
be strategically placed along the NWSR and utilized to D/F the 
numerous and phantom distrcs signals. 

ther 

Whitehorsearea: Good in the morning but ceilings 
down to 6000 to 8000m the afternoon. Snow began after sunset, but visibility remained above 10 miles. 

Fort Nelson area Clear with 40 miles visibility 
all day. 

Southern B.C. area: Weather unsuitable, Vancouver 
area reported ceilings of 500 to 3000 feet and visibility down to 
one and one half miles in rain, In the Penticton - Kimberly area 
conditions were very variable, with ceilings from 700 to 5000 feet 
and visibilities 1 to 30 miles in snow and rain, 

Edmonton to Great Falls: Rain and snow showers along the mountains cut visibility to i to 2 miles. Elsewhere the weather was suitable for visual search. 
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6. Three 
C541s and 2 B17's carried out parallel track 

searches using a visibility distance of miles north of airways from Thitehorse to North7ay and as far north as the 66th parallel. Flying time was 18 hours 55 mInutes arid the area covered was 
approximately 26,450 square miles. 

'7. Two C47s en route 'ihitehorse to Calgary for mainten- ance searched an area 40 miles square centering on 60N 130W which was the position received by the ham operatôr in South Dakota. 
3 hours 10 minutes searching in this area produced nil results. 

Southern Septor Operatio 

8. One radio sveep was carried out by one SB17 from McChord AFB direct to Edmonton thence direct to Great Falls logging 6 hours 30 minutes. No other searching was carried out du to adverse weather and iiii1 
Vancouver Sector Operation 

9. One visual and radio search was carried out through the interior of BC by one 0/7. All other flights were cancelled or returned to base due to veather. The one sep covered approximately 5,600 square miles with a visibility distance of 5 miles total flying time 9 hours 35 minutes. 
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February 10 

General Resume 

1. Received a message from ATO stating three Lancasters at Rockcliffe, Ontario, viere being readied for dispatch to hitohorse for participation in Mike. 

2. Four ATC C47 enroute from rhitehorse to Rockcliffe were detailed to carry t parallel trìck search from 'hitehorse to Fort Nelson. Two tracks were to be flown on each side of airvays usii 
a visibility distance of ?- miles. No search was carried out due to adverse weather. 

3. Search activity has slowed down considorably. There were no new leads to work on. It was considered doubtful if any great amount of further aôtivity vas warranted at this time. The 
odd report regarding signals heard on distress frequencies is still bain received, but few o the se reports contain enough information to take action on. 

4. Received v:ord from Ándrris AFB Maryland that portable D/F equipment complete .zith crow was being rushed to hitehorse by 
MATS and should be arriving sometime on II Feb. 

Vieat he r 

5. Vhitehorse area: Poor search weather with ceiling from 1800 to 3000 feet and visibility from 2 to 5 miles in snow. 

Fort Nelson area: Fort Nelson and Beatton River section good in the early morning, remainder of the area unsiitab1e due to snow and low cloi. In the afternoon over the ho1e area ceilings were down to 3500 feet and visibilities viere at tima low as one mile. 

Southern B.C. area: Veather poor all day. Ceilings at Kimberly, Carmi and Fenbicton ranged between 1000 and 6000 feet, with visibility as low as 4. miles in snow. On the coast ceilings were from 1500 to 3000 feet and visibility ranged between 4 and 15 miles in light rain. At Vaícouver smoke cut the visibility to 4 miles. 
Edmonton to Great Falls: Broken cloud above 10000 feet. Visibility unlimited. 

Northern Sector Operation 

6. Three C541s carried out three visual and radio sweeps north of Whitehorse using a visibility distance of three miles. The 
aircraft covered 24,579 square iiiiles logging 39 hours 35 minutes. weather hanìpered search activity. One Bi?, one C47, one C64, one L5 and two 551's participated in the evacuation of the crew of C47 AF1O37. See Appendix "DI' for flying timos. All search aotivity produced no results. 
Southern Sectôr Operations 

'7. One SB17 flew one sortie searching two areas in the mount- ains west of Calgary. 'eather conditions hampered further searching. Results nil. 

Vancouver Sector ODeratox 
8. Nil activity cue to estremely adverse weather. 
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February 11 

General Resume 

1. The four ÂTC CL7t3 that had been detailed to carry out a sweep to airways as far as Fort Nelson while enroute from Vlhitehorse to Rockcljffe reported adverse weather was encountered. Nothing v'as seen or heard. 

2. Two Lancastors arrived hitehorse from Rockcliffe for :iike. One was held over at Edmonton due mechanical. 

3. The signals specialist doing a local check on radio and sighter reports in the central and southern BC area reported he had heard no distress calls hut had received numerous sighter reports in the Sheep'Cuck Salmo area. These reports had already been passed to Great Falls for investigation. Advised him to keep checking for two more days before returning to Edmonton. 

4,. Arrangements were made to set up the portable H/F D/F sets at numerous points along the NVJSR from Ft St John to Fairbanks. 
5. Numerous reports 1.:ere received of SE signals heard in North Dakota, New York state, Arkansas, Vashington, and Michigan. All transmissions were received on 1722 kcs, a frequency at which AF2469 cannot transmit. Reports ignored. 
6. Three bearings received from Bainbridge, Fairbanks, and Anchorage v:hen plotcd enclosed an area approximately 150 miles west of Carcross and approximately 150 miles south of the airways between Snag arid Aishihik. IIost of this area has already been searched and adverse weather prevents early future searching. 
Weather 

'7. Whitehorse area: Broken high cloud over the area. Good visibility. In the early morning snow at Teslin reduced the visibility at that station to one mile but conditions improved by mid-morning to CAVU. 

Fort Nelson area: CVU conditions all day. 

Ednonton to Great Falls: Low cloud, snow and blowing snow prevented search. 

Southern B.C. area: On the coast the weather was reasonably good, with ceilings from 8000 to 20000 feet and visibility lo miles or better. In the Princeton - Carmi area conditions viere poor, with ceilings 1500 to 3000 feet and visibility 8 to 15 miles. The Kimberly area vas a litle better as ceilings were 6000 feet in the morning and became unlimited in the afternoon. Visibility in this area was excellent. 

Northe'n Sector Operations 

8. Two C54ts and one Lancaster did sweeps north of Watson Lake to 6530N udng a visibility distance of 5 miles. This search covered approximately 63,500 square miles logging, 29 hours 40 minutes. One C47, one LO 126 and on S5l completed the evacuation of crew of AF1037. 
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Southern Sector Oerptio 

9. No search this date due to adverse weather. 

Vancouver Sector ODeration 

lo. Two Canso and one C47 searched 1800 square miles 
i_n the vicinity north of Dog Creek where sighter reports had been 
received from. A visibility distance of one-half miles was used. 
17 hours and 35 minutes v;ore flown this date. Results were nil. 



I 
. 

32 APPflNDIX 

February 12 

Goneral Resume 

1. Arrangements vIere made to clear 8280 kcs from as much 
QS interference as possible. The following signal as sent to IFHQ 
Ottavia, Quote. " Operation Mike, REQUEST YOU ARBLNGE SIGNJL 

CHJ.NNEL CLEARJNCE ITH DOT CLNLDL ¿.ND FEDERAL COMMIffiIC4TION3 COMMISSION 

SHINGTON D C LS FOLLOS : (L) CLR FREQUENCY 8280 KCS LLL POSSIBLE 

LAND ND MARINE STLTIONS NORTW.L$T SECTOR NORTH MRICLN CONTINENT (.) 

(B) crr. ¿LL STATIONS LT EL3T 50 KCS EITHER SIDE OF 8280 KCS FROM 

12 FEB 50 TO 17 FEB 50 (.) CONSIDER IT IS IMPERiTIVE TH.'ÒT 'E RECEIVE 

THIS COOPERITION DURING OUR COiCENTRLTED D/F SEL.RCH ( . ) PLELSE 

CONFIRM LCTION TLIOEN BY LLL LG1TCIES (,)tt Unquote. This action vías felt necessary in order to make effective use of the portable D/F stations located along the NUSR and Pacific Coast. It was hoped that this action would definitely prove (one ay or another) whether any of the myriads of phantom distress signals wore being originated by LF2469. 

2. ROC was advised by JYHQ Ottava that all pertinent agencies and stations had buen notified to maintain silence on spectrum 8230 8330 kcs. 

at her 

3. ïhitehorse area: Overcast viith intermittent snov. Visibility ranged from 2 to lO miles, and was as low as one m:iIe at times. 

Fort Nelson arca: Cloudy above 10000 feet becoming overcast at 6000 feet or loor in the afternoon. Good visibility in the morning reduced to 4 miles in snovi in the lato afternoon, 
Edmonton to Groat Falls: along the direct routo the voather was suitable for soerch, but east of the route, over istern Llborta and Saskatcheian, lové cloud and continuous snow proveui±ed search activities. 

S 

Southern B.C. area: Low cloud over the vihole ¿area, Rain on the coast and snoi inland gave visibilitios down clos.e to zuro most of the day, 

Northern Sector Operations 

4.5 No search duo to adverse v.toathor. 

Southern Sector Operatio 

5.5 No search due to adverso weather. 
Vancouver Sector Operations 

6. One 047 attempted a weather reconnaissance but returned to base after 35 minutes aloft. 
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February J3 

General Resu_ 

1. It was hoped that this day would see a satisfactory conclusion reached on tho distress sina1 problem. The 28O Kc channel was ghostly quiet and free from all former chit-chat and preliminary contact calls, Lirborne and ground D/F equipment was ready to pounce on the first sign of any distress signal on 8280 kcs.Although it was doubtful if this D/F equipment would operate successfully due to terrain and low temperatures it was felt that those viere the only measuros t1at could be taken in tho attempt to pin down the reports of distress signals. 
2. ROC telephoned .CC Pacific area Vancouver and advised them that their special responsibility area as laid dov'n on 4 Feb 50 was hereby cancelled and that ROC Pacific area was to co-ordinate all search activities in their normal responsibility area with the 4th Rescue Squadron at LlcOhord .2B. lso advised them to uso US!F search areas for Operation Liiko and that Cansds (OLiO's) were no longer to be used unless contact weather prevailed. 
:oather 

3. Vhitehorso area: Overcast with snow. Blowing snow in the afternoon. Visibility - to i miles in heavier snow. 

Fort Nelson arca: Poor search weather. Low ceilings and snow, 

Southern B.C. area: Overcast t 4000 foot or lower. Viibiljtje 4 to 8 miles in snow and rain. 
Edmonton to Groat Falls: Good search weather on the direct route. Blowing snow over southorn Saskatchewan with visibil- ities often less than ono mile. 

Northern Sector Operations 

4. Two 054's and one Lancaster flew radio and visual sceps over the Coast Range south of 7hitehorse as far south as 54 degrees north. Very little visual searching was carried out duo to adverso weather. Total flying timo 21 hours 45 minutes. Nil was heard. 

Southern Sector Operations 

5. Two Bl7's searched four areas in the mountains south of Fort St John, B.C. covering 4320 square milos and logging 15 hours 45 minutes. Rc1ts negativo. 

Vancouver Sector erations 
6. One 047 searched an arca of some 900 square miles iii the vicinity south of Dog Crock, B.C., logging 5 hours 15 minutes. ¿ll other areas covered by cloud. 
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February 14 

General Summary 

I2PENDIX tiBit 

1. CG AC suggested that the F/F units being used ori Oporation Mike bo left in operation until the conclusion of Exercise Sweet Briar. .hil authorities agreed. 

2. Not ono of the groat number of stations listening on distress frequencies roportoc. hearing any sign of distress signal. 
3. ¿t 0800Z Edmonton ¿TC advised RCC that Medicine Hat 
( Llborta) radio range had received a message from fF2O75, quote tt3tate of emergency, position 530N 12929i letting down over water on n hor.ding of 030 degrees, in company with 22O83." Unquote. Sandspit, Juneau, Vancouver, and Port Hnrdy radio ranges also interrupted this distress call. Port Hardy was in contact with LF2075. LF2075 was a B36 on a training flight south bound along Pacific coast. 

4. 12 Group Vancouver voro immediately alorted by diroct sorvico SF" telephone and advised to alert 4th Rescue McChord ¿FB. 

5. By 1135Z it ns lonrned thtt F2O75 had not made a landing at any aerodromo and that the crew had parachuted from the aircraft. 12 Group and 4th uÌ.escuo wero relieved from Operation Mike search duty to participate in tho B36 icident. 
6. 12 Group advised ROC that the B36 incident was to be tr3ated as confidential. ll pertinent units wore notified. 12 Group advised ROC that they had already taken rescue action on ¿F2O75. One 047, two High Speed Launches (45 knots cruising speed) and one F.CN destroyer were proceeding with all haste to the scene of the incident. The helicopter ns proposing off at daylight. The weather at the time was extremely dverso for rescue operations. 
7. Received a progress report from the Communications Technician cruising the southern and interior B.C. area. Nothing had been heard except very weak signals originated by shipping in the L.tlantic. 

8. Searchmaster hitehorse advised ROC that the northern sector had been adequately covered as far south as a line btweon Fort St John and Banks Island on the Pacific Coast. Searchmastor .hitehorse and ROC also discussed te problem of a dicision in calling off the search. The LOC NC was in hitehorse and would rscuss this matter with the senior USLF officer there. 
90 The feasibility of basing Tïhitehorse aircraft at a more southern base to aid in searching the B.C. area vins discussed. It gas. docided to use the bnso at Fort St John should 7hitehorse oircraft be required to assist in the southern sector. 
lo. One Lancaster from hitehorse and one Lancaster from Edmonton w dispatched to 12 Group, Vancouver, to assist in "Operation Bekor 36 . 

eathor 

11, hitehorso area: Poor search weather. Ceilings down to 2000 feet and visibility 1 to 4 miles in snow. During the afternoon there was brief improvement to 8000 feet and 15 miles. 
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S0 began again in the ovenin. 

Fort Nelson aroa Lovi cloud general over the area. 
Intermittent snow. 

Southern B.C. area: Generally poor. On the coast 
and at Carmi and Penticton ceiling ranged from zero to 2000 feet 
and visibility was restricted by snow and fog. Kimborly was the 
only place showing improvement, where in the morning the ceiling 
aø 2500 feet and visibility 5 miles. hi the afternoon the ceiling 

improved to 20,000 feet and the visibiliby to 40 miles. 

Nöithern Sector Oyerations 

12. No search was carried out due to adverse weather 
conditions. 

. S)uthern Sector Oterations 

13. No searching carried out on this day as 4th Rescue 
:rì1 12 Group Vancouvor, had boon relieved of search duties on Operation Mike in order to institute a full out effort for Operation Baker 36. 
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February 15 

General Resune 

1. Operation Mike had died. clown considerably in intensity. 
There re no nev leads to date. The radio silence imposed on spectrum 
8230 to 8330 has been rigidly follovrod but has produced no results. 

oather 

2. hitehorso area: Overcctst with continuous snow, 
Blowing snow in the afternoon. Visibility 2 to 8 milos. Coiling 
2500 to 5000 foot. 

Northern 13,0. aro: Continuous snow, with visibility 
often less than one milo. 

Northern Sector ODerations 

3. Three C541s and ono Lancaster carried out sweeps of 
trrcks 15 miles apart in the areas north and south of Vhitehorso 
that had not been coverod by the wide visibility typo search. The C54's logged 19 hours nd 45 ninutos; the Lancaster 6 hours S minutos. 
This completes coverage of tuo eroa allotted to hitehorse. Lll 
setrching to date produced nil rsults. 

Southern Sector Operations 

4. Two C54's not required for Operation Baker 36 attempted tö search areas in the mountains south of Fort St John but returned 
to base after 9 hours 40 minutos due to adverse weather. 
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February 16 

Generàl Resume 

1. There are no iow loads to date, The 11CC felt that 
further search effort vas not justified unless to invesiigate 
reports received from ground or air observers. 

2. Since no reports have been received by the newly 
established D/ stations or by other radio stations, hope of there 
being any survivors aboard LF2469 has almost vanished. 

Jeathor 

3. 'Jhitehorso area: VFR conditions over the area Vhite- 
horse and north all day, although the cloud bases 1iore not particularly 
high in the regions north of Snag, when they were in the 4000 to 
6000 ft range. South and c3st of hitehorse, snow and low cloud 
prevented visual search. 

Northern B.C. 
5flOT hjch gave poor coilin 

Northern Sector Operations 

4. No search clue 

outhern Sector Operations 

5. No search duo 

area Unsuitable duo to continuous 
s 3nd visibilities. 

to 'oather. 

to weather. 
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Fobruary 17 

General Resume 

1. Advised FHQ Ottvt tbt the signals silence had been 
very effective but produced no rosults insofar as locating LF2469 
was concerned. Advised .YHQ that rctclio silence on spectrum 8230 
to 8330 kcs no longer roquiroc. 

2. CG LC Ft lichardson, Llaskarecommended a cut down 
on Operation Mike. L tokon force only was to be usod to investigate 
Qil rumors and reports. 

3. Forest Rctnor at Fort St John reported seeing single 
c3lumn of smoke rising from the top of a ridge 10 milos SSV of mile 
188 on Alcan Highway. No habitation in the aroa. One C64 from 
Fort Nolson investigated the area viith nil results. Flying time 
3 hours. 

4. A conforenco betvieen USLF and RCF authorities at 
hitehorse was being organized to discuss nd decido on the p1ausib 

ility of further searchina for F2469. 

at her 

5. Vthitehorso arca: Clear with unlimited visibiJ4ty, 

Northern B.C. area: The snow and low ceilings persis- 
ted, preventing any visual search. 

Northern Sector Oerat4& 

6. Nil searching carried out. 

Southern ctor Oprations 

7. Nil search carried out as all available aircraft 
\clere employed on Operation B&kcr 36. 
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February 18 

cra1 Resume 

1. No decision has as yot been reached regarding dis- 
continuance of Operation Mike. 

2. Search activity has almost como to a stop. There 
r!ore no areas allotted for search on this dato. 

3. J report :as received from the B.C. Police at Cran- 
brook, B.C. to the effect that on 2 Feb 50 a resident of waldo, BeC. 
had spotted three definito largo smoke puífs repeated at intervals 
all afternoon. The puffs vore observed on Gold Mountain, southwest 
of Waldo and near the International boundary. This was in the area 
from ihich three other reports were received regarding heavy low 
flying aircraft on the nicht of 26 Jan. One C45 was ordered to land 
at Cranbrook, pick up the person who had spotted the smoke and carry 
out a detailed search of the area, The mission was cancelled due 
to adverso weather. 

Opo rations 

4. Nil searching wre carried out. 

Weather 

5. Whitehorse area: Overcast at 9,000 msi or higher. 
Snow began in the early afternoon and vioibility was reduced to 2 
to 5 miles. 

B.C. area Continuous snow reduced the visibility 
to i to 5 miles. Overcast low cloud obscured the mountain peaks 
in the area. 
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February 19 

General Resume 

1. No dtcision has as yet boon reached regarding dis 
cthntinuance of Operation i 
2, J report vxs received from Buriash Landing, Y.T. 
(just west of hitohorse) stating than an Indian had sighted what 
ho believed to be a land ai snow slide on a mountain in the Kiune 
Lake area near Burwash. Lctro numbers of canon birds had gathered 
around the slide. One $51 I.1iccptor c.nd cno C47 with a pararescue 
tocijn aboard were dispatched to invostiate. Subsequent close 
investigation disclosed the slide to be very small, not large enough 
to cover a C54. Surrounding area was searched with nil results. 

p_t ions 
3. Nil search operations except that to investigate the 
above report. Total flying time was 5 hours 20 minutos for the C47 
and 8 hours 15 minutes for the 351. 

Veathe 

Whitehorse area: Broken cloudiness with cei.ings 
generally above 10000 feet. Visibility good except reduced to 2 
miles in snow showers in the Snag area in the afternoon. 

Northern B.C. area: Over the inland section the 
weather was good. On tho coast snow sho7era reduced visibility to 
i to 2 miles and ceilings v;ero in the 2000 to 4000 ft range. 
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APPENDIX "I" 
TO 39-2-1/29(SASO) 
DATED ?ii APR 50 

i The photograph of AF1O15 attached below indicates how difficult it is to spot an aircraft that has crashed in coniferous and snow covered 
mountainous country, Thj photograph was taken from a height of 300 feet. Eron though the pilot of AF1O15 knew the exact location of this crash ho could not spot it from the air for some considerable timo, 
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APPENDIX T 

TO 39-2-1/29(SÁSO) 
DATED 24 APR 50 

2 The photograph of ÂF1037 attached below indicates how effective 
i3 the red Wing and tail markings on an ice and snow background even from 
l0(Y feet. Crashes in this typo of country aro usually easily spotted 
fr('rn. the air, unìless snowfall or blowing snow has covered or partially 
C)Vred the aircraft, 
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February 20 

Terri:aation of Ooeration Mike 

1_. General Ari.rong CG AAC A,/V/M Dunlap AOC N1AC 
advised ..LCC that search oper«ions for F 2469 were to be curtailed except for that necessary to investigate special reports. 
Operations Mike HQ at hitehorse viere closed effective 20 Feb 50. 

2. All concerned ere advised of the above decision and advised that the CtF Rescue Centre at 1'AC HQ Edmonton would co-ordinate and control investigations into any pertinent reports received. 

3. All participatin units and agencies assisting in Operations Mike were stood down. 

Teather 

h.. 

Whitehorse area: Very good ceilings and visibilities, Broken to scattered high cloud over tha area. 

Northern B. C.: CAVIl ovor the area, expect on the coast, where the overcast clouds viere based at 2000 to 5000 feet. 
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Weather Sunimary 26 Jan 50 

. 
APPENDIX "E" 
TO 39-.2-1/29(SASO) 
ATED 2APR 

1. The following is a summary of the weather conditions over the NSR for the period on 26 Jan during which USAF aircraft 2649 became lost. 
SYNOPTIC SITUTI0N 

2. Surface Charts An extensive high pressure area covered Alaska with a ridge of high extending southeastward through northern B.C. to Alberta and southern Saskatchewan. A low was centered off the southern tip of 
k'oonland with a trough running westward from this low over northern continental Canada and the Arctic Islands, No activo fronts lay across the route being flown by the aircraft. 

3. 700 Millibar Mapi On the 700 mb, or approximately 10,000 ft, 
map there was a ghih over western Alaska and a low centered near Cambridge Bay, 
NVT. From the low a trough extended southwestward to the Queen Charlotte Islands. The northwesterly flow over the route between Elmendorf and Fort 
Nelson, as indicated by the NM winds of 45 to 55 knots measured a-b Northway 
and Whitehorse at 270300Z. 

ROUTE WE/IER 

4. Except for ground fog at Elmondorf at the time the aircraft departed from that base, the weather was clear over the first portion of Itho route. Both Gulkana and Sheep Mountain reports show nil cloud and excellent visibility at the time 2469 passed over these stations. 
5. In the Northway area the aircraft was either in cloud or above a broken tayor of cloud, Northway reports show a broken layer of cloud at 6000 feet above the station (i.o. approximately 8000 msi). By the time the flight passed over Snag it should have been free of the cloud as Snal ceiling at the time was estimated at 9,500 feet, which would mean that the cloud base was well above 11,000 msi. Snag did report three-tenths of cloud at 
5000 feet above ground, but this amount of cloud should not have made instrument flying necessary. 

6. At 2330Z, within three minutes of ETA over A±hihjk, conditions at Aishjhjk wore overcast at 22,000 feet, lower broken at 9,000 feet, with visibility 20 milos in light snow. If cloud heights in this report were correctly estimated, then the aircraft should still have been VFR as the actual cloud baso would have been 12,000 feet above msi. 

7. If the assumption is made that 2469 continued south on course at 10,000 feet, it would have encountered clouds somewhere betwoon Aishihik and Whitohorse, and instrument flying would have become necessary. Whitehorse's report for an assumed ETA over that station shows an obscured snow ceiling of 2500 feet and visibility vaablo to 3 ìïiiles. If the aircraft had passed south and east of Whitehorso it would have broken into the clear some 50 miles south of Whitohorse. During the period 2700lZ to 270400Z both Teslin and Watson Lake had ceilings well above 10,000 feet and visibility and these two stations 
was oxcellent. 

8, Had the aircraft proceeded still further south, the only weather reported was light snow at Smith River, where visibility remained better than 15 miles. At this station the ceiling was also good, being at the lowost 11,000 msi. For Smith River southward, CAVU conditions prevailed, with clear skies from Fort Nelson to Groat Falls. 
9. In suìrmary, the route weather wasg 

Elmondorf to Sheep Mountain - Clear 
.1 
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. Nor-bhway area - Patchy low cloud, intermittent instrument weather 

Snag to Aishihik - Flight at 10000 feet would have been underneath 
a layer of Altocumulus, if heights of clouds 
were correctly estimated by the çound observers. 

Aishihik to Teslin - Instrument conditions, Icing in the clouds. 

Toslin to Smith River - Flight path underneath a layer of Altocumulus 
based at 12,000 msi. 

Smith River to Great Falls - Clear 

FORECAS T 

lo. The forecast issued by Whitohorse District Aviation Forecast Office valid 261600Z to 270400Z would have been available to the aircraft prior to take off. A copy of this forecast is attached. Although this forecast did not fully anticipate the low ceiling and visibilities in the Whitehorso area which persisted during the period, it was fundamentally correct, Route conditions as forecasted aeod with actual observed conditions, and the forecast upper winds compared favourably with measured upper winds. The actual forecast fliows: 

x 261600-270400Z 
NOTE -. ALL HEITS ARE ABV MSL XC? CIGS IN TRML FCSTS 
PRO G 
1040 NB III CNTRD WRN ALSK INTSFYG. RIDGE SD INTO ALTA WKNG. POlAR FNT WARM E BARTER ISL 2D KOTZEBIJE-STNRY CTJRVG SWD AROUND LLSK AND OFFSHR GLFALSKN CST. MOIST OVRNG ARD OF WARM FNT CDT AFCT LIARD RGN. DRIR AIR ALF OVER CNL ALSK )CDT AFC T WRN RGNS. AI/.S LÏR LVLS FAIRLY MOIST SLGTLY UNSTBL BCMG DRY STB BY O400Z. 

Y-l-2-3-.4-5 
SNAG AISHIHIK IHITEHORSE WOLF RNG AND LIARD RGNS 
BRKN AC BASE il THSD TOPS 13 SD. SCTD LCLLY BRKN SC LYRS BASE 4-7 TI-lSD TOP 85 HND. OCNL LGT S FROM SC. VSBY OVER 10. LGT RI ICG AND LGT TURBC IN SC. OCNL LT SN FROM AC. ijINDS íi.IW TPS 
SNAC AISHIHIK VfflITEHORS AND ïOLF RNG RGNS 
8/340/3 5/-20 10/3 50/40/-.2 2 12/3 50/40/-24 
LIARD RGN 
8/020/3 o/-.2 7 1 0/020/3 5/-2 9 12/020/40/-33 

ZK. 8O AC13O. 0200Z O 

x_y. 25 8SW SC85 11OAC13O, 2200Z 90@5O AC13O STO. 0400Z Q 
(?If. 900AC130 0CNLS- 

END 
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o 39-2-1/29(SASO) 

. DL.TED 24 APR 50 
1. The following agencios participated in thsearch for t} 
missing USAF C54 AF2469, 

(i) 10th Rescue Sqn USItF 

(2) 4th Rescue Sqn USAF 

(3) Strategic Air Command USAF 

(4) Military Air Transport Service USAF 

(5) 8th Troop Carrier Sqn USAF 

(6) 5th Army US Army 

(7) Service Support Unit Camp Carson Colorado 

(8) SAR Flight Whitehorse 

(9) SAR Flight Ft Ñelson 

(io) MAC "K" Flight Edmonton 

(ii) Winter Experimental Establishment RCAF 

(12) 414 Sqn ROAF 

(13) 408 Sqn RCAF 

(14) 412 Sqn RCAF 

(15) 435 Sqn RCAF 

(16) CJATC Rivers, Manitoba 

(17) 111 "K" Flight Winnipeg 

(18) 121 'K" Flight Vancouver 

(19) .123 SAR Flight Vancouver 

(20) Princess Patricias Canadian Light Infantry (Airborne) 

(21) USAF AFB's in Montana, Washington and Alaska 

(22) RCAF Stations in Yukon, B.C. and Alberta 

(23) US Civil Aeronautics Administration 

(24) Canadian Department of Transport 

(25) Royal Canadian Corps of Signals 

(26) Airways and Air Communication Service USAF 

(27) Royal Canadian Mounted Police 

(2s) British Columbia Provincial Police 

(29) Canadian and US Amateur Radio Operators 

(3Ó) Canadian and US citizens 

S,'! 2 



n 
. 

. 

- 2 - APPENDIX "F" 

(31) RCC Pacific Lroa Vancouvor 

(32) RCC Western Área Edmonton (Control Centro) 
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APPENDIX 't 

TO 392.-7(SÁSO) 
DATED 24 APR 50 

FLYING TIMES 

Notes Th0 flying times listed hereunder do not includo the flying times 
of numerous aircraft that carried out visual or radio searches 
while flying through the search area on other duties. 

RCAF 

C 47 532i55 

Lancastor 114:10 

C45 
. 32:25 

C64 44:40 

PI3Y5A 105i25 

PTl 2:10 

S51 5:45 

Vampire 4:45 

Total 842,15 

USAF 

c47 935:45 

B17 518:20 

B29 51g35 

190*40 

L17 28:15 

LC12G 12:55 

L5 12:30 

Total 2222:15 

Grand Total 3064:30 
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APPEIWIX "H" 
TO 39.2-1/29(SASO). 
DATED 24 APR 5p 

SQUARE MILE COVERAGE (iuTIcAL) 

1. The figures in para 3 aro tpproxirnatG only and indicate the 
number of square miles that were searched each day. The visibility 
distance used ranged from to 5 milos. The number of scanners (pairs 
of oyes) aboard each aircraft ranged from 2 to 7 in the C47ts to 10 
in the B29's. 

2 Contour searches were carried out over 377,280 square miles 
of terrain ranging from flat prairie land to the most rugged mountainous 

cou4ry on the North American continent. Approximately 380,000 square 
milos (over and above that searched by contour method) was covered by 
wide visibility (5 to 10 miles) searches (sweeps). Therefore, searching 
was carried out over an area of 757,20 square miles. 

Visual or Radio and Visual Searches 

3. 

Northern Sector Southern Sector 

28 Jan 10,710 95,200 

29 Jan 58,310 26,460 

30 Jan 86,870 33,460 

30 Jan (night) 17,850 

31 Jan 59,400 57,060 

31 Jan (night) 8,640 - 

1 Feb 55,800 86,940 

2 F0b 39,135 17,280 

3 Feb 11,700 15,120 

4 Feb 5,850 - 

5 Fob 36,520 - 

6 Feb 16,920 - 

7 Feb 
S 24,840 : 5,400 

8 Feb 17,900 2,160 

9 Feb 26,490 _ 

10 Feb 24,570 2,160 

1_1. Fob 63,500 - 

l2Fcb - - 

13 Feb - 4,320 

Vancouver Sector 

3,960 

4,320 

3,250 

3,600 

5 , 600 

1,800 

900 

uSI 2 

Total 

105, 910 

84,770 

120,350 

17,850 

116,460 

8,640 

142,740 

60,375 

31,140 

5,850 

36 , 620 

20,170 

30,240 

23,660 

3 2 , O 90 

26,730 

65,300 

5,220 
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Northern Sector Southern Sector Vancouvor Sector Total 
14 Fob loo _ _ loo 

Totals 565,105 345,580 23,430 934,115 

Plus area covered by special sweeps (para 2 aboyo) 

GRAND TOTAL 1 , 2 14 , li 5 

4, Searching was carried out over an area of 757,280 square miles 
as several of the more probable individual areas were covorod as many 

as eight times, the total search coverage is 1,214,115 square milos. 

5. In addition to the above, 246 hours and 35 minutes wore flown 
on radio sweeps during which visual searching was not possible due to adverse 
weather. 
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APPENDIX_C 
. 

539-2..1/29(S o) 

DATED 24 APR 5 

INVESTIGATION INIO PFRTINENT REPORTS 

1. On 21 Feb ROC received a report that Indians near Fort 
MeLeld B.C. (55N 123w) had heard a large explosion on the night of 
26 Jan 50, One C45 carried out a close search of the area with nil 
results, Flying time 12 hours, 55 minutes. 

2. On 28 Feb, 4th Rescue Squadron advised RCC that one Cub 
and one Cessna of CAA at Libby, Monina had searóhod the area near 
Cranbro.ok where smoke signals had been spotted, (see para 3 for 18 
Feb 50), This area could not be searched sooner due to adverse 
weather, Nothing was sighted. Flying time 14 hours. 

3. On 28 Feb one SAlO of 4th Rescue Squadron searched n area 
centred by 4810N 1214011'a, Reports had been received that a fire 
had been sighted in tMt area. Results nil. F1yin time 3 hours. 

4. On 8 Apr 50 a USAF C54 northbound reported spotting an 
objnct resembling an aircraft on the south banks of the Poace River 
where Ambor two airway crosses the riverb It was getting too dark 
to investìgatA further. One northbound USAF aircraft and one south- 
bound RCAF aircraft chicked this report on morning of 9 Apr 50 with 
nil results. Flying time nil. 

5, WAC RCC will continue to investigate all pertinent reports 
received, 
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